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In his political testament Adolf 
Hitler issued dire warnings. 
He preached death and 
vengeance, the annihilation 
of Bolshevism and Jewry, 
i and the supremacy of the 
Aryan race in a coming 
struggle for world mastery. 
Few took him at his word. 
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Above: Rudolf Hess, Hitler's fellow inmate at 
Landsberg watches obediently as his master 
stares manically into the future which destiny 
had laid out for him. "Hence today I believe 
that I am acting in accordance with the will of 
the Almighty Creator". Although Hess 
contributed editorially to Mein Kampf, the 
two key themes of Lebensraum and the 
perniciousness of the Jewish race were 
Hitler's own. 



Below left and right: Hitter stands at his cell 
window in Landsberg castle. What an 
incredible journey he had made in ten years - 
from criminal rabble-rouser to world leader. 
His respectability was enough to fool most 
of Europe's war-weary politicians. They were 
prepared to pass off the apocalyptic message 
of Hitter's written beliefs as youthful r amblings; 
the ranting of naive immaturity before tasting 
the true compromises of democratic power. 




JHATEVER ELSE you may 
I accuse Hiiler of. no one can say 
^L^kV 'hat he did not set down in 

I detail exactly the kind of future 

H he saw for Germany if he ever 

m came to power. The blueprint 
for the New Order imposed on Germany and 
the Occupied Territories in WWII was set 
down at great and exacting length between 
the covers of his verbose testament Mein 
Kampf or 'My Struggle'. 

The book was largely dictated to his fellow 
prisoner and secretary Rudolf Hess while they 
were serving sentences in Landsberg am Lech 
fortress following the failure of the Munich 
Beer Hall Putsch in 1923. Hess wasn't just 
Hitler's shorthand secretary: he also had a 
considerable input into the book. He aroused 
Hitler's interest in geopolitics and made some 
editorial suggestions regarding Lebensraum 
(living space) as well as the historical role or 
the British Empire. As Hitler dictated, Hess 
typed his thoughts directly onto the page. 
The book's lack of structure reveal its origins 
as a piece of rambling dictation. 

A STRUGGLE TO READ 

Hitler saw publishing a book as a move 
that would give him intellectual credibility. 
Among the leading Nazis who were already 
in print were Dr Joseph Goebbels, 
Gottfried Feder and Alfred Rosenberg, 
In his introduction Hitler explained that he 
addressed the book not to "strangers, but to 
those followers of the movement who belong 
to it in then hearts, and whose reason now 
strives for a more penetrating enlightenment." 

As is well known. Hitler's unscrupulous 
publisher Max Amann suggested the tide 
"Mein Kampf in place of the author's own 
uninspired suggestion of "Four and a half 
years struggle against Lies, stupidity and 
cowardice". Amann was severely disappointed 
at the ponderous nature of the book. He had 
hoped for a racy story, enlivened by anecdotes, 
describing the unlikely rise to prominence of 
an unknown provincial. He wanted the 
backroom details about the Putsch; the drama 
and the back-stabbing which he knew would 
be very marketable. But there is no picaresque 
detail and little or no autobiography in the 
book. Hider had his sights firmly set on a 
political future. He wished to set down his 
plan for reviving German pride, and for the 
moment was not interested in muck-raking 
and settling old scores with the likes of 
von Kafir. They could wait. 

An inexpensive one- volume edition of 
Mein Kampf was brought out in 1929. Sales 
rose to 50,000 in 1930 and, as Hitler became 
the man of the moment, 90.000 in 1932. 
In 1 933 when the Nazis came to power they 
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HE CONCEPT of Leber) sraum lay at 
the heart of Hitler's ambitions for the 
future of the German speaking peoples, 
and dictated hts approach to Reich 
foreign policy throughout the 30s. 

Hitler stated clearly in Mein Kampf that 
future German expansion must come at 
the expense of Russia. "If uve speak of soil 
in Europe today, we can primarily have in 
mind only Russia and her vassal border 
states". And Germany was going to have to 
fight for every inch of land. It was not going 
to be ceded to her voluntarily. This view 
accorded with Hitler's attachment to Social- 
Darwinist theories about the survival of only th 
fittest species. Alliances whose goals did 
not include war were senseless and 
worthless he concluded. 



"Never forget that the most 
sacred right on this earth is 
a man's right to have earth 
to till with his own 
hands, and the most ^ 

sacred sacrifice the 
blood that a man 
sheds for this 
earth" 



With this in mind Hitler sought an ally, ultimately 
in vain, in the British Empire to secure the Reich's 
Western borders. 

Only then could he fulfil the legendary mission of 
the Teutonic Knights, to turn East again and "obtain 
by the German sword sod for the German plough and 
daily bread for the nation". So Hitler, always a 
visionary, was intent on re-establishing the 
k. status quo that existed six centuries before. He 
^ was not just seeking to reverse Versailles. 
But he would have to cajifle the German 
^_ nation and "find the courage and 

strength for an advance along the 
»^. road that will lead this people 
from its present restricted 
h. living space to new 
land and soil." 




Above: Russia burns. As early as 1919, Hitler noted "that 18 times more 
land falls to each Russian than to each German. " This he believed was 
justification enough to invade the Soviet Union. For Hitler, force was a 
first, not a last resort. He admitted that the revisionist policy that he first 
adopted was fust a cover, since a war just to restore Germany's pre-war 
boundaries "would not God knows, be worth it. " 

Above left: The drive for Living Space was intimately connected with the 
Nazi views of racial superiority. The Slavs and Jews who occupied the 
East were inferior or not human at all. This would be self-evident, wrote 
Hitler, by their defeat at the Wehrmacht's hands. Might is right, and 
nothing is given you but through struggle, mused the Fiihrer. 

Left: "Blood and Soil" were key issues for the Nans Germans had a mystical 
attachment to the earth. The farmer was of more worth than a banker, 
because he produced with his hands and sweated for the sacred land. 
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jumped to one million. By 1939, it was unwise 
not to have a coffee-table edition on display, 
and sales topped the five million mark. 

After the war copyright of the manuscript 
passed lo the Free State of Bavaria which 
in agreement with the West German Foreign 
Ministry forbade the publication of any 
new edition out of concern for Germany's 
reputation abroad, Tins arrangement is only 
enforceable in Germany and foreign language 
editions have been published since 1945. 
So a valuable reference source for scholars 
has short-sightedly been withheld. 

FOREIGN EDITIONS 

Editors working on the text of the first edition 
described it as "crudely written, turgid in 
style... with long words, awkward 
expressions and constant repetition" It was 
obviously the work of a poorly-educated man. 
During its publication life the book was 
subject to only one major editorial change. 
The 1925 and 1928 editions spoke of 
"German democracy" and Oie "election of the 
Fuhrer". After 1930 "the principle of 
unconditional authority of the Fuhrer'' 

prevailed. Although widely 

f owned ( but rarely read) in 
German, the book was only 
available in an abridged 
English edition in 1939 
and found few readers 
^^ in the USA or Britain. 
Mem Kampf was 
eventually published 
in 16 languages. 
Hitler's world view 
took shape in pre-war 
Vienna. In 1913, when he 
left the Austrian capital, 
he was consumed with a 
burning passion 
for German 



nationalism, a loathing for democracy, 
Marxism and Jews, and an unshakeable 
conviction that fate had selected the Aryan 
peoples - or more precisely, the Germans - to 
be the master race. His philosophy was 
hardened through his experiences in battle. 
By 1918 he believed in eternal struggle, with 
ends being achieved only through violence 
and revolution. 

ARYAN SUPREMACY 

The Weimar Republic, he asserted, was 
"the greatest miscarriage of the 20th Century, 
a monstrosity of the human mechanism". 
He pointed to three prevailing misconceptions 
of the state. The misguided saw it as a more 
or less voluntary collection of people, who 
unwittingly served the government rather 
than having it serve them. The second group 
drawn from the bourgeoisie recognised the 
state's authority, albeit bounded by concepts 
like 'liberty*, 'freedom' and 'the rights of 
man', but in truth were only interested in the 
size of their salary. The third, weakest group, 
the Nationalists, looked to unify the people 
through language - but Hitler determined that 
the sole definition of national origin was 
blood not language. 

Hitler drew on the racial ideas of Count 
de Gobineau via Houston Chamberlain and 
expressed his belief in the superiority of the 
Nordic or Aryan race. This, he said, was 
responsible for all that was valuable in modem 
civilisation. Hitler divided humanity into three 
classes: Kiitturhegriinder - Founders of 
Civilisation; Kutturtriiger - Bearers of 
Civilisation; and Kulturzerstorer — 
Destroyers of Civilisation. 
hi the first group he placed 
the Aryans, the Germans 
being the most important 
members of the race. 
In the second were 




Below; Goering and Hitler acknowledge the 
public adulation on the night of Hitler's 
appointment as Chancellor. The Fuhrer, who 
had never swayed from the first principles laid 
down in Mein Kampf was about to put them 
into effect. 
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'morally subjugated races' that included Japan 
— a country which though outwardly Asiatic 
was internally Aryan. The third group, the 
'destroyers', was headed by the Jews. 

Part of this delusional fantasy, by no means 
unique in twentieth century Europe, was a 
theory that Jews were out to corrupt Aryan 
blood by cross-breeding, which Hitler saw 
France as the stronghold of international 
Jewry. France had been responsible for World 
War I, which he portrayed as an attempt to 
destroy Aryan power. So Germany had to re- 
arm, destroy France and remove the shame of 
Versailles, To this end Hitler thought alliances 
with Britain and Italy were necessary. 

The programme proposed in Mein Kampf 
was the creation of a strong racially pure state 
in which Germanic people would be united, the 
Jews expelled and dissident parties suppressed. 

HITLER'S NIGHTMARES 

The book contains nothing about economics, 
a subject which bored Hitler. Such arguments 
that were presented were the half-baked 
theories of the crank Gottfreid Feder. National 
self-sufficiency and economic independence 
had to replace international trade. 
The principle oiAuta rkie - self-sufficiency - 
was based on the assumption that economic 
interests must be subordinated ruthlessly to 
racial and national considerations, Germany 
would become independent of imported food 
by expanding its agricultural empire into the 
East. The state and the people had to be free 
of international capitalism. AD wealth 
acquired in World War I would be regarded as 
stolen from the people. 

Such were the nightmares from Hitler's 
psyche, dictated to the faithful Hess from his 
cell at Landsberg or. later, on the balcony of a 
rented house in the Bavarian Alps. 

Whatever its dubious logical and literary 
merits, the book had considerable impact in 
Germany. After the war one German woman 
called her autobiography: 'Mein Kampf was 
my Bible'. 

With the passage of time Hitler became 
a harsh critic of Mein Kampf. In 1938 he 
admitted to Hans Frank, "1 am no writer, my 
thoughts run away with me in writing. Mein 
Kampf is a compilation of lead articles for 
the Volkischer Beohachter, and I believe that 
even there they would be accepted only with 
reservations because of the language". 
But. he added, "In terms of the content 
I would not change anything". 

Willi (he unset uf Oci 11 lau aii attacks against 
London in 1940-41 one major bookseller in the 
city found a new use for unsold stocks of Mein 
Kampf. The copies were piled on the roof as a 
rudimentary protection against bomb blast and 
thing shrapnel. 




Above: "What we 
must fight for is 
to safeguard the 
existence and 
reproduction of our 
race and our people, 
the sustenance of our 
children and the purity 
of our blood, the 
freedom and 
independence of the 
Fatherland, so that our 
people may mature 
for the fulfilment of the 
mission allotted to it 
by the creator of the 
Universe. " 

Right: The Gefallenen 
of 3 November 1323 
were denied a 
common grave. 
So Hitter dedicated 
the first volume of 
Mein Kampf to these 

blood witnesses" 
that "they may 
shine forever. " 
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The two leaders of the great 
Western powers did little to 
directly address the racial 
extermination going on in Europe. 
They largely contented 
themselves with declarations that 
the aggressors would be bought 
to account at the war's end. 



Using decrypted 
German radio 
reports, and eye- 
witness 
testimony, the 
Allied leaders 
had undeniable 
proof of Nazi 
genocide by 
1942. They kept 
this secret largely 
hidden till the 
end of hostilities. 
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QITLER AND fflS 
obsessively racist 
henchmen, Himmler 
and Heydrieh, were 
uncertain whether 
ordinary Germans 
would share their determination 
to exterminate the Jewish people. 
Reaction to the euthanasia 
programme Aktion T-4 had been 
hostile in the extreme, and 
reports from SD offices led to 
official cancellation of the so- 
called "mercy killings' of the 
disabled and mentally in. (In fact, 
the massacre of thousands of 
helpless patients continued at a 
reduced pace, and in conditions 
of great secrecy. ) The incident 
demonstrated the sensitivity of 
the Nazi regime to public 
opinion, and Hitler's instinctive 
aversion to leaving a paper trail 
that connected him to such a 



\ \ 



controversial policy. Aktion T-4 
was begun and (officially) 
terminated by verbal instructions 
to SS Doctor Christian Wirth. 

The 'Final Solution' took 
place in occupied Poland, away 
from prying eyes, and where 
security' forces were in complete 
control. Himmler famously 
described it as a 'page of glory 
that can never be written' in 
a speech to SS leaders in 1943. 
The world was stunned when the 
first photographs from liberated 
concentration camps were 
published. The images from 
Belsen in 1945 were a revelation 
to the British and American 
public: proof that the Nazis were 
as barbaric as the most rabid 
propagandist had painted them. 
Russia had uncovered the truth 
slightly earlier, in the summer 
of 1944, when the Red Army 



overran Majdenek. However, 
the existence and purpose of the 
death camps had been known to 
Allied governments since 1941. 
Four months before the Wannsee 
Conference - before the first 
extermination camps were 
operational - the intelligence 
summaries prepared for Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
revealed the Nazis' intentions 
in Eastern Europe and Russia. 

MASS SHOOTINGS 

From the first day of the invasion 
of Russia, the German armed 
forces executed civilians in large 
numbers. Mass shootings of 

commissars and other communist 
officials blended with 
indiscriminate massacres and the 
organised shootings of Jews. 
The SS Einsmzgruppen 
conducted most of the killings. 
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Above: Not all those selected for execution were killed in locations far 
from prying eyes. Some were dispatched in the centre of towns to cow 
the populace who may have been considering resistance. Police reports 
habitually referred to such victims deliberately and falsely, as 'partisans'. 



Above: The Nazis were committed to a policy of genocide rather than 
deportation and resettlement from the earliest days of the war. Mass 
executions of civilians in the occupied territories began in the autumn of 
7939 in Poland. 



but regular army units, Waffen-SS 
formations and locally organised 
militias all played a part. The 
administration of the programme 
generated a good deal of radio 
traffic since the civilian telephone 
network was next to non-existent. 
2nd army signals units were 
already overloaded with military 
communications. The British 
learned what was happening 
partly through their penetration 
of the highest level signals 
'Ultra' decrypts of the 'Enigma" 
machines) and partly through 
decoding the more traditional 
methods used by the paramilitary 
Ordnungspolizei. The latter were 
jcmally based on code systems 
Jeveloped by the British during 
the First World War. 

The Ordnungspoiizei were 
involved in the 'Final Solution' 
from the outset. Whole battalions 



of middle-aged reservists were 
stationed in Poland and Russia, 
tasked with security duties. 
In 1441 they were ordered to 
murder the Jewish populations 
of many towns and villages. 
After the establishment of the 
extermination camps in 1942, 
they were more commonly used 
to round up and transport the 
Jews to railway stations, and 
to provide escort details for 
trainloads of Jews bound for the 
camps. Selected highlights from 
their radio traffic were given to 
Winston Churchill in his weekly 
intelligence briefing. As early as 
August 1941, Churchill likened 
the German attack on Russia to 
the Mongol invasions - Genghis 
Khan's wars of conquest that 
stunned medieval Europe with 
their hideous barbarity. Over the 
following 12 months he learned 



that the Germans were not just 
conducting the war in the east 
with exceptional brutality, but 
that they intended to exterminate 
Europe's Jewish population. 

RADIO INTERCEPTS 

Radio reports intercepted by the 
British listed numbers of Jews 
executed in mass shootings: 367 
killed by police battalion 314 in 
August 1941: 355 by the same 
unit acting with battalion 45; 
1 ,342 by police regiment south 
on 3 1 August. British analysts 
wondered if the Germans were 
using 'Jews' as a euphemism; 
they could believe the Germans 
were killin g large numbers of 
civilians, but presumed this was 
part of a very aggressive anti- 
partisan campaign. The idea that 
the victims were chosen simply 
because of their racial origin 



seemed SO bizarre, such a throw- 
back to the middle ages that the 
analysts concluded, "whether all 
those executed as 'Jews' are 
indeed as such is of course 
doubtful; but the figures are no 
less conclusive as evidence of a 
policy of savage intimidation, 
if not of ultimate extermination". 

By September 1941 the 
British secret service accepted 
that when the Nazis said "Jews* 
they meant precisely that; the 
euphemisms crept into their radio 
signals elsewhere, with 
references to 're-sctdement' and 
"special tasks'. One favourite was 
Aktiori nach Kiiegsgebrcmch - 
'action according to the usage of 
war*, which might be taken to 
refer to anti-guerrilla operations, 
but was routinely used to 
describe the mass murder of 
Jews. That month, Kurt Daluege 
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Above: Crude Allied propaganda 
disseminated in the Press during 
WWi about fictitious German 
barbarity had backfired. This time 
the Allies were loathe to make too 
much of their knowledge of 
German atrocities; at least until 
they had more proof. 
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Below: Hitler's publisher, Eher 
Verlag, was keen to sell the 
foreign rights to Mein Kampf. But 
the German government would 
only approve the release of a 
politically sanitised text. The 
abridged version omitted some of 
Hitler's more virulent 

rantings on foreign 

policy and racial hatred. 
Until 1939, only the 
expurgated translation 
was available to the 
public at large. In 
contrast, western 
governments had the 
full story about Hitler's 
intentions; they 
possessed translations 
of the text in full. 
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ordered his police units to cease 
transmitting their reports by 
radio; whether he suspected the 
signals were being monitored, 
or this was simply his natural 
caution asserting itself will never 
be known. But the damage was 
done. As an SIS intelligence 
summary commented, "The fact 
that the Police are killing all Jews 
that fail into their hands should 
by now be sufficiently well 
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appreciated". 

The German 
invasion of Russia 
was the cue for 
another series of 
hideous pogroms in 
the Baltic states and 
the Ukraine. Local 
gangs beat, robbed, 
raped and - some 
cases - murdered 
local Jews before 
the Nazis had even 
arrived. Some of 
these men later 
joined German- controlled militia 
battalions to continue their grisly 
crimes. Similar attacks on Jews 
had been a recurring hazard of 
life in Tsarist Russia and had 
re-doubled during the Russian 
revolution. They were reported in 
the Ukrainian press in 1941, by 
the Jewish Chronicle in London 
and by the Polish underground, 
loyal to the government- in-exile. 
The first wave of killings 




Above: The able but dull Kurt Daluege's role in Nazi atrocities was long 
underestimated. At Nuremberg, the prosecution wasn't privy to the 
transcripts of the decrypted police reports describing police actions, but 
Daluege had full control over the Police battalions operating in the East. 



organised by the Germans was 
widely reported as part of the 
same phenomenon; although the 
major British newspapers were 
already reporting the systematic 
deportation of European Jews 
by the end of 1941, 

NAZI CONCEALMENT 

British code-breakers penetrated 
at least one Enigma key 
employed by the SS, and they 
deciphered a key radio signal in 
June 1942. Radio reports of mass 
shootings from concentration 
camp commanders were 
downgraded from 'top secret' 
to secret'. Bui 'top secret' signal 
traffic continued, between the 
camps and Eiehmanifs office: 
something was underway and the 
Nazi leadership were determined 
to conceal it. The camps reported 
the number of inmates by radio, 
broken down into racial groups 
and categories of prisoner. British 
analysts noted that Auschwitz 



started its existence with a few 
hundred Jews, but the figure rose 
to over 10,000 by July only to 
suddenly decline. In August the 
camp commandant reported 
6,829 men had died and 1,525 
women. Yet neither figure made 
sense. The British knew that the 
number of people being deported 
to Auschwitz was far higher than 
the number reported to be held. 
Tens of thousands of people were 
arriving there, but were not 
apparently counted as 'prisoners' 
and whose fate went unreported. 

The British learned the truth 
from eyewitnesses. One Polish 
agent, Tadeusz Chciuk-Celt 
parachuted into Poland twice and 
brought back a full report from 
Auschwitz in late 1942. The full 
details are still classified. The 
Polish government-in-exUe had 
its own sources, which told of 
trainloads of Russian prisoners- 
of-war and Jewish civilians 
Striving at Auschwitz to be 
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Above: Up until Babi Yar, the record for the largest mass killing was held 
by the notorious Friederich Jekeln who boasted in radio transmissions 
that his staff company and units of Order Police had murdered 20,000 
Jews. The action took place at Kamenets-Podolsk in August 1941. 



herded into gas chambers. One 
of its agents reported that 63,340 
new inmates had been registered 
at Auschwitz in mid- 1 942 but 
another 22,000 had arrived, were 
-sever recorded, and went straight 
to their deaths. Polish historian 
Emmanuel Ringelbaum 
smuggled documentation relating 
to Chelnuio to the govemment- 

n-exile, some of which was used 
bj the BBC in its first public 
announcement about the Final 
Solution. ( He was captured later; 

e and his family were deported 
_id killed.) 

"A WILD RUMOUR' 

'3n 30 July 1 942 a German 
""-isinessman met with his Swiss 

^»ociatt in Zurich. Cdu^l'd 

x.hu]te was a Breslau industrialist 
- nose company operated mines 
" :vsr Auschwitz. He had learned 
rf the extermination camps and 
r» gas chambers. He told his 
itssooished colleague that the 



camps were being built with the 
intention of murdering up to four 
million Jews using cyanide gas, 
and that the bodies would be 
destroyed in specially constructed 
crematoria. He wanted to remain 
anonymous because he had to 
return to Germany, but he insisted 
the information be passed on. 
His colleague shared the news 
with the World Jewish Congress 
in Geneva, which informed the 
British and American governments 

Schulte's news reinforced 
what the British already knew, 
but it was dismissed by the US 
government. The OSS labelled 
it "a wild rumour inspired by 
Jewish fears". Whether the 
British shared their information 

with the Americans cannot be 

determined from documentation 
released to the Public Record 
Office. In any case, the Slate 
Department had its own sources 
and the American Jewish 
Congress passed on what it had 



Above and below: The Allies knew from 1341 of Nazi genocide plans. 
But in responding, their propagandists couldn't decide how much to 
blame the German people. Civilians were certainly witness to deportees 
being marched through their towns, (above} without any obvious 
counter-demonstrations. But the German people had forced Hitler to 
back down over the euthanasia program, illustrated below by a frame 
from a film justifying 'mercy killing'. 




gleaned from eastern Europe. 
In November 1942 Rabbi Stephen 
Wise called a press conference in 
New York and made public what 
they knew. The Associated Press 
carried the story: the New York 
Herald Tribune's headline was 
'Wise Says Hitler Has Ordered 
4,000,000 Jews Slain in 1942'. 

WARSAW GHETTO 

That same month, Polish agent 
Jan Koziclcwski (code-named 
Karski) returned to London. He 
had infiltrated Belzec, disguised 
as a guard and was able to give 
his tesdmony to Anthony Eden 
and President Roosevelt in 
person. He had seen the whole 



"...Whether all those 
executed as 'Jews' are 
indeed such is of 
coursed) doubtful but 
the figures are no less 
conclusive as a policy of 
savage intimidation if 
not of ultimate 
extermination." 

British Intelligence 

summary of decoded 

Order Police 

transmissions 

(12 August 1941) 
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Above: According to British Intelligence the Germans, who utilised 
compromised WWI codes to relay sensitive information had no idea how 
vulnerable they were. But any large organisation can succumb to 
corporate inertia, and find it hard to break with procedure. Perhaps in 
their arrogance the Germans underestimated British guile. 

Below: Before the extermination camps were operational in early 1942 
the Einsatzgruppen and Order Police accounted for probably a million 
victims. At a visit in late 1941 to a mass execution near Minsk, Heinrich 
Himmler came face to face with the horrific reality of his policies. He 
urged his subordinates to push on with developing the gas chambers. 



Above: ft took the Allies a long time to get over their incredulity over the 
extent of the killings being carried out in the Occupied Territories. Where 
was there a modern historical precedent? Even when they found out 
part of the truth, they decided that the most effective way of bringing a 
halt to Nazi crimes would be to achieve total victory on the battlefield. 




Below: The lack of an existing communications structure in the East, 
necessitated German reliance on short and long-wave radio 
communications, British interception of reports of executions quickly led 
them to believe that all of those killed could not have been 'partisans' as 
reported, owing primarily to the lack of German casualties. 




process and brought the firs! news 
of the 250,000 Jews deported 
from the Warsaw ghetto: 
according to him only 4,000. kept 
for slave labour, were still alive. 

His news was greeted with 
scepticism in US government 
circles, just as elements within the 
British Foreign Office continued 
to dismiss the evidence piling up 
in London. However, the BBC 
was finally convinced thai what it 
had first reported as anti-partisan 
terror was in fact a state-sponsored 
programme of genocide. The 
mainstream press began to report 
the truth, the New York Times 
leading with the story on 2 
December 1942, the day Mayor 
La Guanfia joined 500.000 Jewish 
union workers who symbolically 
stopped work for ten minutes 
in a silent act of niemoriai. 

JOINT DECLARATION 

On 17 December 1942 the 
British. American and Soviet 
governments issued a joint 
declaration denouncing the Nazis 
for their wholesale slaughter 
of the Jew s. Its impact on their 
respective peoples was muted. 
The British had endured three 
years of war and were now, as 
Churchill told Ihem. if not at the 
end, then at least "at the end of 
the beginning' - it was still going 
to be a long haul to victory. 
For the Americans, the events 
in Europe were a long way away 



both geographically and 
psychologically. Russia was still 
fighting for its life. In any case, 
the declaration was nol followed 
by an onslaught of photographic 
footage; that would have to wait 
until the camps were overrun. 
The British were not about to 
admit they were reading SS radio 
traffic and Polish agents were not 
available for press interviews. 
In any case, officials remembered 
how atrocity propaganda 
backfired during the First World 
War: stories intended to stimulate 
support for the war effort merely 
reduced the governments' 
credibility. Thus Belsen would 
come as a hideous surprise to the 
British Army in 1945. 

Behind closed doors, die 
British and American 
governments worried over 
how to react to the Holocaust. 
Representatives met at Bermuda 
in April 1943, but resisted 
lobbying by the World Jewish 
Congress to relax restrictions 
on emigration to Palestine. 
A refugee centre was established 
in North Africa, but the question 
of what to do when a superpower 
embarks on a policy of genocide 
was unresolved. Winning the war 
would stop the Nazis, and the 
Allies were trying to do jusl that. 
Other measures, for instance, 
bombing the extermination 
camps, threw up more moral 
issues than lhev offered to solve. 
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UFNNG 1944 there was concerted pressure on the Allies to bomb Auschwitz, mainly 
from Jewish lobbyists and the US Government's War Refugees Board. 

The time to act had come: in mid-April, the Nazis had started concentrating Jews in 
Hungary for deportation; in late April two escapees had revealed incontrovertible 
evidence of the slaughter taking place in the camp and by May, the US 15th Air Force 
operating out of Foggia in Italy had begun offensives against Axis industrial 
complexes in Poland, Hungary and Romania. The Allies could no longer ignore what 
was going on in Auschwitz and neither could the Air Chiefs hide behind claims that 
a bombing mission on the camp was impossible due to technical difficulties. 

Two alternative operations ware proposed: either bomb the gas chambers direct I 
Or destroy the rails and marshalling yards serving the camps. The latter option 

js dismissed, as the Germans could repair such damage very quickly. The first . 

*a was turned down by the US War Ministry early on: "ft is not contemplated ^k 

1 units Of the armed forces will be employed for the purposes Of rescuing V 

victims of Nazi aggression... ." The British dithered until a final "no" was M 

delivered in Parliament in September 1944. The decision was justified, falsely, fl 

on the basis that the transportation of the Hungarian Jews had stopped. 
But what of the Jews being deported to Auschwitz from other ^^ 

countries that was still continuing? 

The refusal to act can arguably be explained by the existence of 
latent anti-semitism within the Allied governments. 




Below: A photo of Auschwitz I at the time of the 
annihilation of the Hungarian Jews. The Air Ministry 
' requested detailed plans of the camps before 
siclering offensive operations. This material was, 
some reason, withheld by the Foreign Office. 



Right During 1944, Allied hot 
conducted raids against militai 
whose flight path took them both over 
the rail links with the the death camps 
and within 50 miles of Auschwitz itself. 




Above: Given the appalling 
overcrowding at Auschwitz, 
bombing the gas chambers would 
have caused collateral damage, 
but at least a successful strike 
wotttd have slowed the hectic 
pace of Nazi extermination. 
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DHE Sicherheitsdienst 
(security service) of the 
SS had informers all 
over Germany by the 
mid- 1930s. There were 
some 50,(KK) individuals 
reporting anti-Nazi activities to 
the secret police. The SD played 
a central role in the genocidal 
campaigns of the Einsatzgnippen 
and in the administration of the 
Holocaust. It competed with the 
Abwehr in intelligence work until 
July 1944, when Admiral Canaris 
was arrested and the SD also 
took control of espionage abroad. 
Across occupied Europe, the SD 
co-ordinated operations against 
the resistance, working hand-in- 
glove with die Gestapo. 

SMALL BEGINNINGS 

For an organisation of such 
formidable power, the SD had 
very humble origins. It was 
created in the summer of 1931 
by the then 27-ycar-old Rcinhard 
Heydrich. There would be another 
1 S months of frantic political 
action before Hider became 
Chancellor, and the purpose of 
Heydrich's team -just three men 
to start with - was to spy on their 
fellow Nazis. At a meeting in the 
Munich Brown House, the Nazi 
-eadquarters. Heydrich claimed 
the NSDAP was riddled with 
ipies and traitors. Heydrich was 
authorised to set up an 
intelligence desk in each SS 
di strict, reporting to him. He 
;-tablished the SD in a rented 
_Dartmcnt which steadily filled 
w ith index cards, an A-Z of Nazis, 
racked with salacious detail about 
jieir private lives, business 
dealings and political friendships. 

The first target of the SD 
■ as the SA leadership, whose 
"ellicose pronouncements about 
the unfinished business of the 
revolution ultimately led to 




'The Night of the Long Knives' 
in 1934. Exposing Rohm's 
drunkenness and homosexuality 
was not difficult: it was an open 
secret among party leaders. 
But it was the evidence of an 
impending SA putsch, not the 
goings-on at Rohm's villa that 
triggered Hitler's savage strike 
against his old comrades. 
That "evidence" was largely 
manufactured by Heydrich's SD 
team. The contrast between the 
two organisations could not have 
been greater: Rohm presided 
over a vast legion of beerhall 
toughs, whereas Heydrich's small 
band of associates were mostly 
well-educated young men, many 
of them lawyers, 

INCREASING INFLUENCE 

After Hitler became Chancellor, 
Himmler was appointed Police 
President in Munich and 
Heydrich, head of the Nazi 
Party's security service, was put 
in charge of the political desk of 
the Munich criminal police. Thus 
began the fusion of state and party 
security' organisations. In June 
1936 Himmler was put in charge 
of all German law enforcement 
agencies. This enabled Heydrich 
to appoint SD officers as police 



Above: Security troops round up 
Jews in Eastern Europe. The 
Sicherheitsdienst trained and 
provided much of the manpower 
and leadership of the 
SS Einsatzgruppen - the murder 
squads who slaughtered over a 
million Jews and communists 
in the year after the June 1941 
invasion of the Soviet Union. 



Below: The SD rarely stooped to 
physical torture, the organisation 
being more of a coordinator and 
instigator of horror than a 'hands- 
on' dealer in violence. However, 
the SD gradually became 
indistinguishable from the 
Gestapo - and the Gestapo did 
specialise in the scientific 
application of pain. 
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Above: Walter Scheilenberg was one of the bright young men who 
found a home in the SS in the 1930s. Holder of a doctorate in law, 
he was director of German foreign intelligence and counter 
intelligence for much of the war. 

Below: A marked contrast to Scheilenberg, Heinrich 'Gestapo' Muller 
was a colourless, hard-working career detective who specialised in 
ferreting out 'enemies of the state'. Muller was probably the most 
feared of Heydrich's subordinates. 




chiefs and recruit, as he put it, 
"the most ruthless, the most 
unprincipled" officials into thc 
SD. The SD now had a much 
wider brief: it was to identify 
"enemies of the state', initially 
men and women who belonged 
to anti-Nazi organisations like the 
Communist party, latterly anyone 
who expressed objections to 
Hitler or the Nazi regime. 

RIVALS BECOME ONE 

As the SD expanded, its work 
overlapped with that of the 
Gestapo. Friction ensued as the 
party's secret police and the state 
secret police hunted down the 
same people. However, party 
and state security forces were 
soon indistinguishable. On 23 
June 1938 it was decreed that 
all Gestapo and Kripo 
(kriminalpolizei, or plain-clothed 
detectives) must enroll in the SS. 
On 29 September 1 939. as the 
Polish campaign drew to a close. 
Germany's security services were 
placed under Heydrich's control. 
The Gestapo and Kripo. known 
collectively as the SIPO 
{Sicherheitspolizei - security 
police) were brought together 
with the SD into a single 
administration, the 
Reicltsiclwrheiisliauplami (RSHA 
- Reich Central Security Office). 
There were now seven 
departments: I (personnel), II 
(administration and finance). ID 
(police intelligence/internal 
security), IV (Gestapo - secret 
police), V (Kripo - criminal 
detectives). VI (external 
intelligence agency), VH (written 
records). 

Personnel moved freely 
between the different 
departments. Heydrich outlined 
the syllabus for prospective 
recruits: applicants should come 
from an SS school or with a 
law degree from university; 
four months would be spent with 
the Kripo, learning thc basics of 
police work: three months each 
in the SD and Gestapo would 
follow. Posting within the RSHA 
would depend on the recruit's 
aptitudes demonstrated during 
this probationary period. 

Thc SD remained an elite. 



comprising no more than 3,000 
staff even by 1945. Between 
1943 and 1945 die Gestapo 
expanded to some 50,000 
personnel, and the Kripo 
included 15,000. However, 
except when working in plain 
clothes, Gestapo men often 
wore SD insignia on a black SS 
uniform. The term SD was used 
interchangeably with SIPO 
by both police and counter- 
intelligence officers. 

The SD worked to uncover 
Communists, pacifists. Seventh - 
Day Adventists, freemasons and, 
of course, Jews. It was in the SD 
that the archetypal 'desk 
murderer' Adolf Eichmann first 
emerged. Hired as a filing clerk, 
typing surveil lance reports from 
SD informers, he started a new 
index on his own initiative: 
compiling all manner of data on 
Jews and freemasons (who he 
believed were allied with the Jews 
in some sort of giobal anti- Aryan 
conspiracy). Such enterprise 
caught Himmler's attention and 
Eichmann was appointed to run 
the SD's newly created 'scientific 
museum of Jewish affairs". 

WAR CRIMES 

SD offices led the hunt for 
escaped prisoners-of-war, 
implementing the "bullet decree' 
of March 1944, that ordered the 
execution of escapees other than 
British or American servicemen. 
Recaptured Russians were taken 
by the SD to Mauthausen 
concentration camp for 
execution. The SD administered 
the infamous commando order' 
too. murdering members of the 
British special forces who, as 
soldiers fighting openly in their 
own uniform, were entitled to 
prisoner-of-war status. 

In its counter-intelligence role, 
the SD was responsible for the 
arrest and execution of many 
SOE personnel, parachuted into 
occupied Europe to co-ordinate 
resistance activities. If the 
German army captured such 
agents, for instance by over- 
running landing zones, it was to 
hand them over to the SD for 
interrogation. After D-Day, the 
boot was on the other foot. SD 
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HEYDRICH'S FORMER mentor. Admiral Canaris was appointed head 
of the Abwehr in 1935, almost certainly with the active assistance 
of Himmler. Within two weeks, Canaris issued guidelines separating 
areas of responsibility between the SD's counter-espionage role and 
that of the Abwehr. Canaris remained a paternal figure to Heydrich, 
the SD chief playing first violin in Canaris's wife's string quartet, But 
within a few years, Heydrich had SD agents inside the Abwehr and 
was monitoring communications. As Canaris grew disenchanted with 
the regime, the system created by Heydrich would ultimately betray 
him to Himmler. Arrested in 1944, he was hanged by the SS in 1945. 




Above: Wilhelm Canaris was a career sailor who had spent much of his 
working life in the intelligence community. An early mentor to Heydrich, 
Canaris would fight to keep the military intelligence services free from 
the clutches of the younger man's SS security service. 



Above: Reinhard Heydrich, a cashiered naval officer, created a place for 
himself as Himmler's intelligence chief. An icily brilliant man, he was as 
ambitious as he was amoral, and had he not been assassinated in 
Prague might welt have become Adolf Hitler's successor. 
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Above: Heinrich Himmler chairs 
a security meeting in Munich. 
The men round this table - 
including Miiller, Heydrich, and 
Kripo head Artur Nebe - had the 
power of life and death over 
virtually every soul in Germany. 

Below: An ordinary family man - 
who was the organising brain 
behind the Holocaust. Austrian- 
born Adolf Eichmann got his start 
as a clerk in Heydrich's SD, which 
he joined in 1934. He became the 
leading Nazi authority on Jews 
and Judaism. His administrative 
talents were used by Heydrich 
initially to persuade Jews to 
emigrate, and then to organise 
the mass slaughter of the 

Final Solution. 




officers recruited and despatched 
agents behind enemy lines. Most 
were German, but some agents 
were right-wing Frenchmen (and 
women). Saboteurs were trained 
at La Montagnette. intelligence 
agents at the Chateau de Maulny 
(both places were notiotially 
training centres for the 
Organisation Todt}. The syllabus 
was very similar to that of the 
SOE facilities in Britain. 

The SD's spying activities 
seem to have met with as little 
success as the Abwehr's. Just as 
Canaris's agents in Britain were 
quickly rounded up and cither 
" turned' or executed, depriving 
them of any real intelligence of 
the D-Day invasion preparations, 
the SD teams in France faced 
a vigorous counter-intelligence 
effort nun 



by the Bridsh. US and Free 
French forces. The first spy was 
picked up by US 12th Army 
Group in August 1944: Giinther 
Ohletz was tried by the US 
Military Commission and hanged 
in October. The US CIC (Counter 
Intelligence Corps) intercepted a 
succession of agents disguised as 
resistance fighters. Red Cross staff 
and Organisation Todt labourers. 
It was much the same story in 
Italy, where the SD ran numerous 
die-hard Fascist Italian agents. 

THE END OF THE SD 

Once the Allied armies were 
inside Germany, the opportunities 
for SD agents were enormous. 
GIs were fined $65 for breaking 
the fraternisation order, but with 
beautiful girls offering themselves 
on so many street comers - for 
food coal, protection - many 
soldiers considered it money well 
spent, it was the $65 question' . 
The CIC regarded every such 
contact as a potential 
intelligence threat: and 
there were a few real 
Mata Haris among 
them to justify the 
4 k j^ r _ panic. 'Sybille 

% Dancourt' 

was one 
such 



person, "a photographic memory 
inside a photogenic body" as one 
US intelligence officer described 
her. The mistress of SD 
Obersturmfiihrer Wilhelm 
Krerner. who ran a kidnapping 
operation and spy training school, 
she was caught in March, on the 
west bank of the Rhine with a 
hidden gun and signalling 
equipment. Her mission, 
it emerged, was to assassinate 
a former Gestapo officer in 
Cologne, who was collaborating 
with the Allies. There was also 
a plot to spring a number of 
captured Gestapo personnel. 
Dancourt, alias "Heloise 
Bouconville' was a Belgian Nazi- 
sympathiser who was eventually 
handed over to the Belgian 
authorities and sentenced to death 
for treason. It was commuted to 
a jail term, because she eventually 
betrayed several other agents. 

Although the SD's spies had 
potentially great opportunity to 
gather intelligence, sabotage 
Allied installations and murder 
collaborators, the Allied counter- 
intelligence teams were vigilant. 
And most German agents 
recognised that the days of Nazi 
power were numbered. A few 
petrol dumps were blown up, 
a handful of 'traitors' 
assassinated - some old scores 
settled in the process - but most 
quietly vanished into obscurity. 
The Third Reich was finished. 
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Above: Members of one of 15 Einsatzkommandos which followed the 
German Army into Poland in 1333 watch as a Polish prisoner signs a 
confession. The silver-edged SD badge on the arm of the 
Sturmbannfuhrer indicate that he is a Gestapo officer. 

Right: The task of the SD officers in Poland was to "Combat hostile 
elements", which in practice meant that the Einsatzkommandos 
conducted terror operations against Jews, the Polish Army and the 
Polish intelligentsia. In the two months they were active, the 
Einsatzkommandos in Poland murdered some fifteen thousand people. 

SD Executi 




THE SD FOLLOWED hard on the 
heels of the German army. 
In the wake of the occupation 
of Austria in 1938, it co-ordinated 
the arrest of some 67,000 people. 
At Eichmann's post-war 
interrogation, he described how 
the SD cast its net. Several 
months before the Anschluss, 
the staff at SD headquarters 
compiled an index of every 
potential enemy in the country. 
Three shifts worked around the 



clock, feeding a gigantic rotating 
card file several metres across. 
Punch holes indicated whether an 
individual was a Jew, freemason, 
Communist, Protestant or 
Catholic activist. The intention - 
fully realised in Austria - was to 
crush any anti-Nazi opposition 
at the outset: every potentially 
hostile group was decimated 
within weeks of the take-over. 

As the Nazi conquests gathered 
pace, the SD's work increased. 




ft drew up plans for the elimination 
of racial and political enemies 
in the east. There were several 
dozen SD officers in each of the 
Einsatzgruppen in Poland and 
Russia, and in occupied Western 
Europe, ft was the SD that 
abducted suspected resistance 
fighters under the nacht und 
nebel {night and fog) decree. 
Himmler issued the order to the 
SD in December 1941; prison 
terms for offences against the 
German occupiers were viewed as 
too lenient, so in future, suspects 
would be seized and their family - 
and thus the greater population - 
would remain ignorant of their 
fate. In occupied France, many 
of those 'disappeared' were 
executed soon after interrogation, 
their bodies disposed of in secret 
graves. Relatives did not discover 
the fate of their loved ones until 
after the war, when the SD files 
were captured. In the east, record 
keeping was not so rigorous and 
the fate of many victims remains 
unknown. 

Left: The SD method of 
responding to Partisan attacks in 
eastern Europe was to execute 
hostages in public. The idea was 
to terrify the populace into 
submission, although often such 
brutality inspired more resistance. 




Above: The ultimate expression of 
SD slaughter were the four 
Einsatzgruppen active in Russia in 
1341-42. Although the personnel 
were drawn from a variety of 
sources, including the police and 
the Waff en SS, most of the senior 
officers responsible for murdering 
a million people were SD. 
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Theodor Eicke's SS-Totenkopfverbande guarded the 
concentration camps. Its members were mostly 
recruited from the ranks of the urban and rural 
unemployed. Eicke drilled his men to be obedient and 
merciless executors of the Fuhrer's will. His motto was 
"Tolerance isasign of weakness, " 
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Sadists had their 
place in effecting 
the Jewish 
genocide, but the 
production-line 
killing was best 
suited to prosaic, 
ambitious, duty- 
bound 'desk 
criminals'. 
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DHE NAZIS established 
u vast network of 
concentration camps 
throughout the Reich 
and the Occupied 
Territories during 
Adolf Hitler's 12-year rule. 

The purpose of the camps was 
three-fold. Initially they housed 
political opponents, later they 
served to implement the Nazi 
racial plans to eliminate lesser 
species from the world's gene pool 
forever. Lastly, during the war 
years, the camps held vast pools 
of slave labour for utilisation on 
military construction projects of 
every conceivable type. 

And what of the men that ran 



these inhuman institutions? Were 
they of an especially degenerate 
amoral type? Were they sado- 
masochists hand-picked from the 
Reich's cess pools to perform the 
work that the policy makers 
wouldn't stoop to? Or were 
they professional bureaucrats, 
dedicated to performing their 
task of mass-murder with the 
utmost efficiency, merely 
obeying orders without troubling 
their consciences? 

BEASTS IN UNIFORM? 

Although there were notorious 
examples of commanders and 
rankers alike who enjoyed 
inflicting pain upon their 



charges, many of the staff of the 
concentration camp system saw 
this branch of the civil service 
as an opportunity for career 
advancement, with the added 
benefit of possible personal 
enrichment. Certainly Karl Koch 
of Buehenwald used his position 
to this end, and was executed 
by the SS when his peculation 
was discovered. 

An examination of the careers 
of some of the commandants 
shows that they were far from 
being one particular "type", 

Josef Kramer ( 1906-1945} 
who became known after his 
arrest as 'the Beast of Beisen', 
was bom in Munich. In common 
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The concentration camp was the 
centrepiece of Himmler's police 
state; it was the omnipreseni 
'Sward of Damocles' hanging 
over every German citizen. Its 
purpose was to eliminate every 
trace of actual or potential 
opposition to Nazi rule by the 
threat of incarceration, 
debasement and extermination. 



TH£ Holocaust 





with most of the 'successful' 
camp commanders, he joined the 
NSDAP and SS prior to the 
seizure of power. He became a 
member of Theodor Eicke's SS 
unil at Dachau in 1 934. 

Initially simply a guard, he 
gained rapid promotion and held 
a number of senior posts prior to 
transferring to Sachsenhausen 
and Mauthausen camps. 
For several months in 1 940 
he was aide-de-camp to Rudolf 
Hoss at Auschwitz. From April 
1941 to May 1944 Kramer was 
commandant of the Natzweiler 
camp, although with the 
relatively low rank of Haupt- 
stUrmfiihrer or captain . 

Among other acts of brutality, 
he participated personally in the 
killing of 80 women, whose 
skeletons were set aside for the 
anatomy collection of the Reich 
university at Strasbourg. In May 
1944 he returned to Auschwitz 
and is alleged to have been 



responsible for running the gas- 
chamber complex at Auschwitz 
II. or Birkenau. 

His final and most notorious 
command from 2 December 
1944 was as commandant of the 
Bergen -Bel sen camp. Originally 
an hostage and hospital camp, it 
had been redesignated as a 
concentration camp. After 
Kramer arrived conditions 
deteriorated sharply, as larger and 
larger numbers of prisoners from 
evacuated camps were crammed 
into its narrow confines. Disease 
and starvation were endemic, 
exacerbated by Kramer's reign 
of negligence. 

When the camp was liberated 
by the British, Kramer was 
arrested and tried at Liineberg 
with 44 other Belsen guards, 
including 15 women. Kramer 
was sentenced to death and was 
executed on 10 December 1945. 

As central as St. Benedict was 
to the rise of monaslicism, so 



Theodor Eicke (1892-1943) was 
the key figure in the 
development of the barbaric 
concentration camp regime. 
He developed a model system 
with the slogan 'Tolerance is 
a sign of weakness". The 
innovations that he made 
included corporal and capital 
punishment, the KAPO system 
and the degradation of inmates. 

DANGEROUS LUNATIC 

Eicke was a paymaster in WWI, 
later working as a policeman and 
businessman, and importantly 
served as head of security for IG 
Farben from 1923 to 1932. 
In 1928 he joined the NSDAP and 
SA. entering the SS in 1930. 
A good relationship with Himmlcr 
aided his career progression, and 
the Reichsfiihrer protected the 
notoriously aggressive Eicke from 
revenge at the hands of Party 
rivals, such as Gauleiter Josef 
Burckel who had Eicke 



committed to an asylum as a 
"dangerous lunatic'. 

In the summer of 1933 Eicke 
became the second commandant 
of the newly opened camp ai 
Dachau. Eicke's success in 
running and developing this 
detention centre for 'political 
offenders' made him the natural 
choice to be Inspector of 
concentration camps. Eicke had 
little time for conventional 
military organisation, but he was 
keenly interested in discipline, 
and turned the guards running the 
camps into relentlessly obedient 
and pitiless executors of the 
Fiihrer's will. He formed them 
into the SS-Tolenkopj\?erbancle or 
SSTV. over which he took 
command in July 1934. 

This promotion was by way 
of gratitude for his active 
involvement in the Night of 
the Long Knives, when Eicke 
personally dispatched SA leader 
Ernst Rohm. 
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Above: Himmter tried to run a 
'tight ship'. Cruelty or peculation 
by camp staff was officially 
frowned on, and sentences were 
handed down in a quarter of all 
murder and fraud cases. 



Above: Franz Stangl was 
brutalised by his father 
throughout childhood. Devoid of 
love and empathy he ran efficient 
killing operations at both Sobibor 
and then Treblinka. 



Top: 'Papa' Eicke, the 'father' of the concentration camp system, had a 
personality that belied his nickname. He had a huge grudge against 
the world and such a misfit found a natural home in the Nazi party. 
His frustration was worked out on the inmates of the concentration 
camps. The guards that he recruited lost any shred of humanity and 
decency under Eicke's direction. 

Left: Anion Leopold Goeth {1908- 
19461, demonised in Steven 
Spielberg's 1996 film 'Schindler's 
List', liquidated many of the 
ghettos and labour camps in 
Poland, His success led to his 
appointment as commandant at 
Ptaszow from February 1943 until 
its dissolution in September 
1944. He instituted a regime of 
particular cruelty, and was 
executed in 1946. 




Overall, Eicke's legacy was 
to introduce tighter control at 
the camps and of the guards, 
more effective exploitation of 
prison labour and the deliberate 
isolation of the camp system 
from the jurisdiction of the 
Justice and Interior Ministries. 

Units from the SSTV formed 
the kernel of thethird Wqffen SS 
division Tounkopf. established in 
1939. Its brutality in combat and 
propensity to commit war crimes 
contributed to the postwar 
classification of the armed SS 
as a criminal organisation. 
Eicke commanded this unit 
with ruthless distinction until his 
death in an air crash on the 
Eastern Front. 

KILLING WITH EFFICIENCY 

The other great innovator in the 
camp system was Rudolf Hoss. 
He had joined the Ross bach 
Freikorps after under-age service 
in WWI. An active terrorist 
against the French in the Rutl- 
and the Poles in Silesia, he joined 
the NSDAP in 1922. He was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
for involvement, together with 
Martin Bormann, in the killing 
of a school teacher. Released 
in 1928, he joined the Arra/minen 
society. Chaired a one time by 
Himmler, this body advocated 
work on the land and settlement 
in the East. 

The energetic Hoss formed a 
volunteer SS cavalry unit in 
Pomerania in 1933. and in June 
1 934 joined the SS for active 
service. From December 1934 to 
May 1938 he held various posts 
at Dachau, being posted to 
Auschwitz in May 1940 as 
Obersturmbarmfuhner. He was 
the founding commandant of the 
camp, then primarily for military 
and political prisoners but later to 
become the largest of all the 
extermination camps. 

By upbringing a strict 
Catholic. Hoss lived with 
his wife and five children in 
the death factory, never once 
questioning the "why' of his 
orders. He was solely concerned 
with maximising efficiency, 
and to this end he devised the 
ingenious deception manoeuvres 



to hide for as long as possible 
from the victims the true nature 
of their late, by such measures as 
making the gas chambers look 
like disinfecting rooms. He also 
introduced Zyklon B which was 
more hygienic and 'humane' - 
for the guards at least - than the 
bloodbaths of mass shooting. He 
was very strict regarding the 
correct treatment of prisoners, of 
whom he later wrote he "had too 
much pity!" 

He left the camp in 1 943 for 
a spell amid the Byzantine 
complexities of the SS 
Economic-Administrative Main 
Office, but returned to Auschwitz 
in late June 1944 on a- temporary 
assignment to preside over the 
annihilation of the Jews of 
Hungary. In this "Operation 
Hoss,' 430,000 Jews were 
transported to Auschwitz and 
murdered in 56 days. Hoss 
was decorated by Himmler for 
his 'outstanding sen'ice' in the 
concentration camps. 

After the Reich's fall. Hoss 
travelled under the assumed 
name of Franz Lang, but on 
1 1 March 1946 he was arrested 
by British Military Police. 
His testimony at Nuremberg was 
the most shocking of the whole 
proceedings. 

He was then handed over to 
Polish authorities in accordance 
with the Allied agreement on the 
extradition of war criminals. 
He was taken to Warsaw and 
from thence to Krakow. In jail he 
wrote an autobiography and a 
series of notes about the SS 
commanders in Auschwitz and 
those in charge of putting the 
Final Solution into effect. 
Hoss was sentenced to death 
and hanged in front of his former 
house at Auschwitz on 
16 April 1947. 

CHRISTIAN THE TERRIBLE 

Belzec was an early death camp 
in Poland. The Germans began 
its construction by a railway 
siding in November 1941 as part 
of Aktion Reinhard. The first 
commandant was Christian 
Wirth. otherwise known as 
'Christian the Terrible'. 
Wirth. a skilled lawyer, was 
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DACHAU GAINED a reputation as the 'West Point' of the SSTV, 
turning out staff to police the growing network of camps. Among 
its graduates were many of the most infamous commanders. 

Eicke's 'college' produced Adolf Eichmann, the SD functionary; 
Rudolf Hoss, commander of Sachsenhausen and Auschwitz; Josef 
Kramer, commandant of Esterwegen, Birkenau and Bergen-Belsen, 
and various other camp heads, including Karl Baer of Dora-Mrttlebau, 
Karl Fritsch of Flossenburg, Max Koegel of Ravensbruck, Egon Zill of 
Natzweiter, Hans Loritz also of Sachsenhausen and Martin Weiss 
of Neuengamme. 

Dachau was unusual for the disciplined regime amongst the staff 
there, for the recruits to the camp service were generally of poor 
quality, and not even severe penalties meted out by the SS courts 
could do much to improve matters. 

Top: Rudolf Hoss was the archetype of the ambitious straight-laced 
Philistine whose impulse to kill was not born of sadism but of a sense ol 
duty to the Reich. "I had to carry on the process of extermination, to live 
with it, to be an unemotional spectator of something at which my 
whole soul revolted. " If an incident had particularly apalled him he went 
to his stable and "found peace" with bis animals. 

Right: Having served his apprenticeship at three of the most notorious 
camps in Germany, Josef Kramer took on the responsibility of Bergen- 
Belsen. This camp was established originally to keep some 10,000 Jews 
alive, to be used as hostages, but Kramer was not interested in life. 

Far right: A mere Unterseharfiihrer at Dachau in 1934, Eichmann enjoyed 
a meteoric rise within the SD and developed proposals for the forced 
emigration and later deportation of all Jews in the Reich. When these 
plans came to nothing he became a dedicated servant of genocide. 



bom in Wurtemberg, serving with 
distinction in WW1. He entered 
the police after the war, becoming 
notorious for his methods of 
execution. By 1 939 he was a 
Kriminal-koinmissar with the 
Stuttgart Gestapo. 

From the end of 1 939, Wirth 
specialised in the treatment of the 
sick by euthanasia. He performed 
the first known gassing 
experiments on incurably insane 
Germans. He was inspector of 
euthanasia sites in Greater 
Germany in 1940, setting up a 
new centre in Lublin in 1941. 

He followed this by 
establishing five extermination 
camps in Poland. During the 
following year and a half he 
supervised the killing of 1.5 
million Jews in Belzec, Sobibor 
Lind Treblinka, fn cooperation 
with Odilo Globocnik. 

Wirth lived up to his killing 
reputation with brutality and 
consistency. His subordinates 
referred to him as a shouting and 
cursing ' fiend! and wherever he 
went he spread fear and horror. 

When BeLzec closed in 1 943. 
Wirth. promoted to Criminal 
Inspector, was transferred to 
Trieste. After the surrender of Italy 



and the German occupation of the 
rump of that country he began to 
set about the "population transfer' 
of the Jews. He was killed by 
partisans whilst on a journey 
to Fiume on May 26 1944. 

Although the majority of 
camp commanders eventually 
paid with their lives, there were 
exceptions. Franz Stangl (1908- 
1971 ), had also had a successful 
police career in the 1 930s, and 
was involved with the euthanasia 
project at Hartheim castle near 
Linz. He went on to command 
SobiboT and then Treblinka, 
supervising the extermination of 
about 900,000 Jews. Removed 
from Treblinka after an inmate 
revolt, he was then involved in 
anti- partisan operations on the 
Adriatic coast until 1945. 

ONE THAT GOT AWAY 

Stangl was held by the 
Americans for being an SS man, 
escapet to Brazil via Dama.sc us 
before his full history could be 
unearthed. He was eventually 
deported from South America to 
stand trial in Germany, but this 
was not until 1968. Stangl 
sentenced to life, died in prison 
on 28 June 1971. 




Above: So effective was the indoctrination of the guards of the camps 
that they could perceive no conflict between brutalising and degrading 
their charges, and conducting a 'normal' family life. 

Below: 
Majdanek 
was the first 
extermination 
camp to be 
liberated by 
the Allies, the 
Soviets 
taking it in 
July 1944. its 
commanders 
included 
Karl Koch, 
Hermann 
Ftorstedt 
(executed on 
Himmler's 
orders at the 
end of the 
war), Martin 
Weiss and 
Max Koegel. 
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The cultured von Sehirach was born in 
Germany's literary capital Weimar. He first 
heard Hitler speak in 1925, and the 18-year- 
old immediately ran home to write a poem 
praising his Fuhrer. It was published in a 
magazine, earning him a signed photograph 
horn his hero. He then consumed the first 
volume of Mein Kampf in a single sitting. 



The half-American 
patrician 

von Sehirach with 
no war record 
and an untoned 
physique was an 
unlikely figure 
amid the street- 
brawling toughs 
around Hitler. 
He seemed an 
even stranger 
choice as leader 
of Germany's 
steel-hard youth. 
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EAD OF THE HITLER 
Youth from 1 933 to 
1940, Baldur von 
Sehirach was bom in 
Berlin on 9 March 
1907. He was the son 
of Karl Bailer-Nonis von 
Sehirach, an officer in the 
Kaiser's Garde-Kiimssier- 
Regiment who resigned in 1908 to 
become a theatre director in 
Weimar and later Vienna. 
Von Schtrach's mother Emma 
Tillou was American and his 
maternal grandfather had a lost a 
leg as a soldier at the Battle of 
Bull Run. His mother claimed to 
have two signatories of the 
Declaration or Independence 
among her ancestors. 

Baldur von Sehirach grew up 
in a milieu of music, theatre and 
literature and showed an early 
talent for poetry. At ten he joined 
the Young German League and 
enjoyed the camaraderie of hiking 
and the campfire. 



He rejected his aristocratic 
family and class when as an 18- 
year-old student studying art 
history and Germanic folklore in 
Munich he was obliged to resign 
from a Verhitidung or Fraternity. 

Baldur von Sehirach was a 
plump, sentimental young man 
looking for a hero. Hearing Adolf 
Hitler speak he fell under the 
Fuhrer" s mesmeric spell and 
joined the SA. He started writing 
flattering verses about his leader, 
which earned him a reputation as 
the NSDAP poet laureate. 
He described Hitler as 
"Germany's greatest son" and 
"a genius grazing the stars. . ." 

That is the greatest thing 
about him 

That he is not only our Fuhrer 
and a great hero. 

But himself, upright, firm and 
simple, 

...in him rest the roots of 
our world. 



And his soul touches the stars 
And yet he remains a man like 
you and me. 

TOUCHING THE STARS 

In 1931, at the age of 24, 
von Sehirach elbowed Kurt 
Gruber out of the leadership of 
the Hiilerjugend (HI) - the Hitler 
Youth. Sehirach already had 
some organisational experience - 
he had been the leader of the 
Nationalsoztalistischer Deulscher 
Studentbund (National Socialist 
Association of German Students) 
since 1928. 

The Hitler Youth became a 
slate agency on 1 December 
1 936, and soon afterwards 
membership was made 
compulsory. Boys between 14 
and 18 joined the HJ proper, 
while those between 10 and 14 
were enrolled in the Jungvolk. 
Girls aged from 10 to 13 initially 
joined the Jungmadel (Young 
Girls), which was the junior 
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section of the Bund Deutscher 
Model (BdM) or League of 
German Girls. Membership of 
the BdM initially was limited to 
the ages of 14 to 17 only. 

POTSDAM TRIUMPH 

Von Schirach held the position, 
eventually given the grand title of 
Reichsjugendfuhrer or 'Reich 
Youth Leader', until 1940. In 
1932 he directed a massive youth 
demonstration in Potsdam. For 
seven hours, 1 00,000 youngsters 
marched past the Fiihrer. 

Schirach announced that the 
generation gap had been closed 
by National Socialism, and that 
loyal German parents rejoiced to 
see their children in the HJ. 

The Reichsjugendfuhrer was, 
presented lo the German public, 
as a kind of superman, 
embodying all that was fine 
and noble in German youth. 
His pictures were second in 
number only to Hitler's in 
displays throughout Germany, 
and were used more widely than 
those .of either Hermann Goering 
or Rudolf Hess. 

Hitler liked the way that 
von Schirach had not only 
rejected his class, but also 
his religion. Schirach asserted 
that his altar was not that of 
Christianity, but the steps of the 
Feldhermhatle in Munich, 
the final stage-set of the 
disastrous 1923 Putsch. 

His innate romanticism 
convinced him of his new role as 
"a priest of the National Socialist 
faith". However in 1940 the 
boyish von Schirach was 
manoeuvred out of the leadership 
of die Hitlerjugend by the 
proletarian Artur Axmann. 

ONE-ARMED BANDIT 

Axmann had initiated a dirty 
tricks campaign to convince the 
Nazi hierarchy and the country of 
von Schirach *s real and imagined 
tailings. The reports of von 
Schirach's effeminate tastes, 
like his all white bedroom, had 
become a standing joke. He was 
called a transplanted Berliner in 
Bavarian Lederhosen. There were 
rumours that he married his wife 
Henny (Henriette, the daughter of 



Baldur von Schirach pictured in 
1934, as he embarked upon his 
radical galvanising program for 
German youth. Unusually for a 
leading Nazi, he spoke perfect 
English, His American mother had 
spoken only her mother tongue to 
him as a child, and until the age of 
six, Schirach couldn 't speak a 
word of German. 




Heinrich Hoffman) after she had 
had an affair with Hitler. 
But Axmann was not his only 
enemy, and taking sides with the 
young against the conventional 
disciplines of school education 
brought him into conflict with 
Bernard Rust, the Reich Minister 
for Science, Education and 
Culturcfrom 1934 to 1945. 

Von Schirach favoured para- 
military training for the HJ but 
when Oherstleutnant Erwin 



Rommel was assigned as an 
instructor from die Army War 
Academy in Potsdam there 
was more conflict. To the boys, 
Rommel - a battle hardened 
veteran of the Great War and 
holder of the Pour le Merits - 
was a hero. Beside this martial 
figure the Reichsjugendfuhrer 
appeared bombastic and effete. 

Rommel had no problems 
with outdoor para-military 
training, but as the son of a 



schoolmaster, he saw a sound 
education as more important. He 
despised the upper echelons of 
the HJ with their staff cars and 
drivers. The final showdown 
came when Rommel bluntly told 
von Schirach that if he wanted to 
lead a para- military force, he 
should become a soldier himself. 

Lack of military experience 
did not prevent Schirach from 
becoming prolific writer on the 
theme of youth and military 
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Above: Schirach Heft) wears traditional costume at the Obersalzberg 
where he was a frequent guest. This was before Bormann poisoned 
Hitler's mind against him and the Gauleiter's wife made her outspoken 
comments about humanitarian issues. 

Below: "He was a lad with a sentimental longing for adventure linked to 
high pursuits and a love of poetry... and literary discussions that do not 
place too great a strain on one's intellectual capacities." 



Above: Schirach wrote of Hitler: "Our age will honour and love this 
great man, but will not be able to understand his true greatness". 
Hess and Schirach share a joke beneath their esteemed leader at tne 
Youth Day of the 1935 Nuremberg Rally. 




toughness. Among his works on 
this theme were Die Hiller- 
Jugend of 1934 and Revolution 
der Erziehung (Revolution in 
Education) published in 1939. He 
also wrote songs - Unsere Fahne 
flatten uns varan or "Our Flag 
Waves Ahead of Us' had an 
attractive tune and became the 
marching song of the HJ. 

Teaming up with his father-in- 
law, von Schirach produced 
the text for Hoffman's flattering 
picture books Hitler, wie ihn 
keiner kennt - Hitler as No One 
Knows Him, and Jugend um 
Hitler— Youth around Hitler. 

RUTH AND BEAUTY 

in contrast to his ideals of manly 
physical fitness, von Schirach 
established the Gloube und 
Scluinheit (Faith and Beauty) 
movement in 1937. An extension 
of the BdM for young women 
aged between 18 and 2 1 . it was 
intended to develop Lhe spiritual 
and physical graces of girls, 
teaching domestic sciences, dress 
sense and deportment as 
preparation for marriage. The 
Ciaube und Sch&nheit handbook 
for 1943 included recipes, the 



birth dates of Nazi heroes and 
pictures of von Schirach and of 
Hitler's mother. 

EARNING HIS SPURS 

In 1 940 von Schirach left the H J 
to join the army as a private. 
soldier. Assisted by 'special 
training' he was promoted to 
Leutnanl in less than six months. 
Ironically the man who had 
despised the aristocracy and 
middle class joined the elite 
regiment Grvssdeutschland - the 
equivalent of a Guards regiment 
in the British Army. He served 
for about a year. 

In July 1941 von Schirach 
returned to the political arena. He 
secured the plum livings of 
Gauleiter and Reichsstatthidter 
or Governor of Vienna. On 25 
July 1942, he made a speech 
defending the deportation of 
Jews to ghettos in the East as a 
"contribution to European 
culture". 

Though von Schirach was 
responsible for the eastward 
removal of 1 85,000 Austrian 
Jews, he lost standing with Hitler 
during a visit to Berchtesgaden. 
His wife criticised Germany's 
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Below: Arthur Axm 
1996) wanted Schirach's job, 
when the latter became Gaul 
of Vienna, Hitler appointed him 
Rerchjugendfuhrer Axmann, who 
lost an arm in combat in Russia, 
encouraged German youth to take 
on front line duties. 




occupation policy and the harsh 
methods used for deporting Jews. 
Hitler had sent people to 
concentration camps for less, but 
perhaps because of his affection 
for the couple he contented 
himself with never inviting them 
to the Berghof again. 

At the end of the war Schirach 
escaped into the Austrian Tyrol. 
He posed as a novelist writing 
The Secrets ofMyrnu Loy. 
He was arrested and at 
Nuremberg was charged with 
war crimes, partly over the 
administration of foreign workers 
and partly for his treatment of 
Jews in Vienna. 

In court, Schirach denied any 
knowledge of the extermination 

ciunp.-i in the cast, but confessed 



to being guilty of training 
German youth "for million-fold 
murder". His beautiful wife 
appealed to the American judge 
for clemency on the grounds that 
"our children love America". 
Baldur von Schirach was 
found guilty on four counts and 
on I October 1946 was sentenced 
to 20 years imprisonment. 
He was released in 1966 and 
published his memoirs Ich 
gkiubte an Hitler - 1 Believed in 
Hitler, in the same year. Baldur 
von Schirach died in August 
1974. He was 67. 

Right: Schirach was given no 
clemency by the Allied powers, 
and served a full 20 year sentence 
in Spandau. He is pictured with his 
son Klaus, just after his release at 
midnight on 1 October 1966. 



Left The optimism and energy of 
Hitler's youthful followers fuelled 
his insane dreams. They placed 
absolute trust in an evil 
manipulator who utterly abused 
their faith, and many made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

ROM 1928 von Schirach. 

as Reich Leader of the Nazi 
Student's Federation worked 
tirelessly to build up a Fuhrer 
cult in the infant Nazi youth 
organisation and the Student's 
League. By 1928 the Nazi vote 
in student union elections had 
increased massively. This success 
secured him Hitler's support and 
aided by a friendship with Ernst 
Rohm, Schirach succeeded, 
in 1931, in ousting the incumbent 
head of the Nazi Youth 
movement - Kurt Gruber. 

After Hitler seized power 
Schirach secured further 
influence in June 1933 as Youth 
Leader of the German Reich, He 
made the HJ independent of its 
parent bod, 



Above. Baldur von Schirach takes 
the salute of his charges at 
Nuremberg in 1933 The upper- 
class, effeminate-seeming 
Schirach was viewed with little 
respect by his Nazi associates, 
especially Martin Bormann. 

which became even more 
important after the Rohm purge. 

The size of the HJ under 
Schirach rose dramatically. From 
a 1932 figure of 107,956 boys 
enrolled, membership rose to 
nearly five million in 1936, before 
it became compulsory. 

Part of the reason for the 
explosive growth was that 
Schirach knew how to 
manipulate the young mind. 
He understood that sport, 
outdoor activities, and 
independence were important to 
adolescents. He also knew to 
play upon their immature and 
uncritical nationalism. It was this 
seduction of German youth that 
Schirach came to reoret most 
in Nu. 
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BITLER'S insistence 
on pouring men into 
Tunisia enabled the 
Axis bridgehead in 
Africa to survive 
another six months . 
Bui its fall was inevitable once 
the US Array was ashore 
in strength and the British 8th 
Army advanced across Libya. 

Hitler assumed that the Allies 
would follow up their victory 
with an immediate assault on 
his Italian ally. In fact, there 
was a bitter and protracted 
debate over what to do next. 
The US Army wanted to land 
in western Europe; they and the 
Russians demanded a "second 
front" in 1943. Only the British 
insisted on attacking Italy. 

They argued that the Italian 
army would disintegrate if the 

Left: Troops from Montgomery's 
Eighth Army land on Sicily. 
By now, the veteran desert 
army consisted of four infantry 
divisions, three armoured 
brigades, and three further 
divisions in reserve. 



Allies landed. Germany would 
be compelled to divert men and 
resources to defend Italy - forces 
that would otherwise be fighting 
in Russia or preparing to resist 
the eventual Allied landings in 
France. And the British sincerely 
doubted the ability of the 
western Allies to take on the 
Germans in 1943. Subsequent 
events suggest their misgivings 
were justified. 

Most Italians were reluctant 
German allies. In the First World 
War Italy had fought against 
Germany; British and French 
divisions had fought to stop a 
German invasion of Italy in 1917. 
The experience of 1940-42 
hardened Italian attitudes. 
Mussolini's war had led to the 
loss of Italy's African colonies 
and the destruction of the Italian 
Bth Army alongside the Germans 
at Stalingrad. 

Occupation duties 
had highlighted the differences 
between the Italians and 
Germans. Nazi demands to 
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But Germany and her Miles had to 
defend a coastline stretching from 
North Cape to the Turkish border. 
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deport the Jewish populations 
of Greece and Yugoslavia to the 
extenni nation camps confirmed 
to many Italians that their allies 
were barbarians. Only Mussolini 
and a diminishing band of die- 
hard Fascists still believed in 
his 'new Roman Empire '- 
Most ordinary people - and the 
military high command - 
recognised it was time to 
break with the Nazis. 

MULTI-FRONT FEARS 

Doubts over Italy and fear of an 
Allied assault across the Channel 
left Hitler anxious over his 
planned summer offensive in 
Russia. His generals intended 
to chop off the Kursk salient, 
shortening the front line and 
hopefully inflicting another 
stinging defeat on the Red Army. 
The German army had never 
failed to shatter the Russians in 
summertime. With no snow or 
mud to impede the panzers, and 
sunny skies for the Luftwaffe, 
there was every expectation of 



success. To guard against nasty 
surprises south of the Alps, Hitler 
sent Genera] Rommel to Italy 
where he was tasked with 
contingency planning in case 
of Italian defection. 

Allied invasion plans were 
masked by a successful deception 
operation. German intelligence 
believed there would be an attack 
on Sardinia or on Greece. A body 
dressed as a British officer, 
washed ashore in Spain, provided 
clinching (but faked ) evidence - 
later the subject of the book and 
film. The Man Who Never Was. 

On 10 July 1943 US, British 
and Commonwealth forces 
invaded Sicily. A divisional scale 
airborne assault supplemented 
the amphibious landings; 
involving 18(.),(KK) men and over 
2,5(X) ships, it was the largest 
amphibious attack of the war 
apart from D-Day. Only two 
Gentian formations, the 
Hermann Goering Panzerdivision 
and 15. Panzergrenadierdivision 
were there to hold off eight 



the Sicilian coast. Tltis^Q/as just 
erne of a number of breaches on; j 



could land- but it was the , 
ctosest to Africa 



,mai). officer sp ots an 
Hied column in B(6ily. 
», Once the British and Americans 
"had a foothold ashore, the* Axis 
high command knew that it would 
only he a matter of time before 
', •they would have to evacuate. 




Allied divisions. Nobody 
expected the quarter of a million 
Italian troops to fight with any 
heart. 

The airborne element of the 
Allied invasion suffered grievous 
losses, A combination of strong 
headwinds and inexperienced 
low pilots led to premature glider 
launches: many of the powerless 
craft and their occupants crashed 
into the sea miles short of land, 

GERMAN RESISTANCE 

Divided into small battlegroups 
or Kampfgruppen. the Gentians 
resisted with exemplary 
professionalism. Tenacious 
rearguards held up vastly larger 
forces. Sharp counter-attacks 
won local victories that kept the 
Allies off balance. Some Italian 
formations fought hard, but 
others melted away. German 
reinforcements arrived: the elite 
1 . Falhchirmjager division and 
29. Panzerg renadierdivision . 

Field Marshal Montgomery's 
8th Army made slow progress up 



"In February, the Italian 
empire ceased to exist. 
Today, we have captured 
our first slice of the 
Italian homeland. We 
have knotted Mussolini 
off his perch, the enemy 
is hemmed in, and now 
we will drive the 
Germans out of Sitihr. " 

Field Marshal 
8.L Montgomery 
-30 July 
' 1943 



the eastern side of the island, 
while the dynamic General 
Pal ton was sent on a roundabout 
route to the north coast. The only 
'ihrusier' of the campaign, he 
took grave risks, suffered one 
shock defeat, but stampeded 
towards Messina once past 
Palermo. 

It was clear that Sicily would 
soon fall, and Hitler conceded 
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that only a timely withdrawal 
would avoid a second Tunisia 
debacle. Stubborn defensive 
fighting held the Allies back until 
the beginning of August when 
Field Marshal Kesselring. 
Commander-in-Chief South- 
West, ordered the evacuation. 

On the night of 1 1-12 August 
every available vessel was used 
as a ferry. Despite ample 
warnings, the Allies failed to 
intervene; 40,000 German troops 
and their equipment got clean 
away. Some 60.000 Italian troops 
were also shipped over, but their 
role in the war was almost over. 

Mussolini's position was 
precarious. Two Fascist factions 
plotted his overthrow, both 
intending to fight on. However, it 
was the king and a cabal of 
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military officers who prevailed, 
and they wanted either neutrality 
or to change sides. The ¥.. 
Grand Council, which had not 
met since 1939. was convened 
on 24 July. A motion against 
Mussolini was carried by 
19 votes to 8. The dictator was 
arrested in the name of King 
Victor Emmanuel and Marshal 
Pictro Badoglio appointed head 
of a new government. 
The Fascist regime that 
had dominated Italy for twenty 
years evaporated overnight. 

TALKING TO BOTH SIDES 

Badoglio assured the Germans 
that Italy would remain faithful, 
but Rommel's 'Operation Alaric' 
was ready to be implemented 
just in case. Pressed by the 



Left: Luftwaffe paratroopers were 
mostly used as conventional 
infantry during the Sicilian 
campaign. f.Fallschirmjager 
Division - formerly the pioneering 
7Flieger Division - was flown to 
Catania in response to the Allied 
landings, and fought hard against 
British and American 
paratroopers. 

flight: The landings in Sicily 
persuaded a large section of the 
Italian government that it was 
time for Mussolini to go. Ousted 
from power, he was replaced by 
Marshal Pietro Badoglio. 

Below: German suspicions of 
Italian intentions were confirmed 
in the Sicilian campaign. Privates 
like these surrendered to the 
Allies, while their officers plotted 
Mussolini's overthrow. In turn, the 
Germans planned to occupy Italy 
should it prove necessary. 
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British and Americans to 
surrender immediately, the 
Italian leaders prevaricated. 
giving the Germans time to 
transfer additional troops to 
Italy, mainly from the East. 
Far away on the Steppes the 
battle of Kursk had begun badly 
for Germany. It was already 
coming to an end when news 
reached Hitler's headquarters 
that the Allies were ashore in 
Sicily. The end of offensive 
operations at Kursk on 13 July 
enabled some units to be 
withdrawn. These included 
1 . SS-Pcuizerkoi-ps. which was 
sent by train to northern Italy. 

The Allies wanted Italy to 
co-operate in surrender: they 
demanded that the Italian fleet 
sail to .Walla and that Italian 



army units support an airborne 
drop on Rome. At length, weary 
of Badoglio's manoeuvrings, the 
Allies conducted an amphibious 
assault on the beaches at Salerno, 
south of Naples, on 9 September. 
Simultaneously, Montgomery 
blasted his way across the straits 
of Messina to arrive at the toe of 
Italy; naval units ferried British 
airborne troops to seize the 
naval base of Taranto. 
Italy belatedly surrendered. 

FLEET SURRENDER 

The Indian fleet sailed to join the 
Allies, but was attacked by 
German bombers equipped with 
some of the world's first air-to- 
surface guided missiles. The 
battleship Roma was sunk with 
heavy loss of life. 
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THE ALLIED INVASION FORCE taking part in Operation Husky, the 
invasion of Sicily, involved 180,000 men and 2,600 ships. The Axis 
defenders of the island numbered about 300,000, including 40,000 
German veterans in the 15th Panzergrenadier Division and the 
'Hermann Goering' Panzer division. Although the Axis forces 
outnumbered the invasion force, they had to cover every potential 
landing ground along the hundreds of kilometres of coastline - and in 
any case, a large proportion of the Italian strength was made up of 
men whose hearts were no longer in the fight. 

The fact that the Allied landings took place under the cover of bad 
weather added to the surprise factor - though it was to cost the 1st 
British air-landing brigade dearly when only 54 out of 103 gliders 
landed on the island; many of the rest crashed in the sea, and several 
hundred troops drowned. An American airborne drop fared little 
better: at least the paratroopers were mostly dropped over land, but 
only 200 out of 3,500 were anywhere near their objectives. 

Nevertheless, by 08.00 on the morning of 10 July advance units of 
the British 5th Division were ashore and driving towards Cassibile. 
Further to the west. General Pattern's 7th US Army was facing stiffer 
opposition. The biggest problem was at Geta, where the Hermann 
Goering Division counter-attacked on 11 July. This could only hold the 
Allies, however, and Patton was soon driving hard for Palermo while 
Montgomery pushed through Syracuse and Catania. The British 
advance was slow, however, due to the difficult terrain, and the 
campaign became a race for between the two Generals for Messina. 




Above: Once the Allies had a secure beachhead on Sicily, they could use 
their command of the Mediterranean to funnel in supplies and 
reinforcements. With the Italians lukewarm, the Germans could not 
match Allied resources, and eventually abandoned the large island. 
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Above: Field Marshal Rommel planned to seize control of Italy should 
the Italian government falter in its commitment to tfie Axis. Italy 
surrendered on 8 September, and the next day German troops disarmed 
Italian units all over Italy. Here, an S$ Sturmbannfuhrer interrogates an 
Italian officer who the day before had been an ally. 

Below; The day after the Italian surrender, General Mark Clark's US Fifth 
Army, which included the British Tenth Corps, began landing in force on 
the Italian mainland, at Salerno to the south of Naples. 




Above: Italy still possessed a powerful fleet, including fast modern 
battleships like the Vittorio Veneto. Although the Italian Navy had done 
little with these assets during the Mediterranean campaign, the Germans 
knew that if they fell into British hands it might be a different story. 

Below: As the Italian fleet steamed south from Livorno, on its way to be 
interned at Malta, it was attacked by Dornier Do 217s. The battleships 
Italia and Roma were hit by Fritz-X guided glider bombs, the latter 
breaking in half and sinking after a bomb detonated in her magazine. 




Some Italian troops were able 
to surrender to the Allies, but the 
surrender was a disaster for most 
Italian soldiers. Across Italy, the 
Balkans and Greece, German 
garrisons turned on neighbouring 
Italian units. They were disarmed 
and hauled off to Germany for 
use as slave labour. In some 
cases, now immortalised by the 
best-seller Captain Carelti's 
Mandolin, they were massacred. 

Mussolini's captivity did not 
last long. His location on the 
Gran Sasso was an open secret. 
and his jailers assumed escape 
from a remote mountain resort 
was impossible. II Duce was 
spirited away on 8 September, 
after a daring glider assault by 
SS Oberstiirmfiihrer Otto 
Skorzeny and a crack learn of 
paratroops. Mussolini survived to 
preside over a short-lived Fascist 
republic in northern Italy. 

RISKY LANDING 

General Pattern was not involved 
in the Salerno landings, code- 
named Operation Avalanche' . 
But he was shown the plans. 
3 atton was a larger-than-life 
rharacter, but underneath the 
jiuster lay a first class military 
nind. He pointed to the river 
Sele that runs into the Gulf of 
Salerno. It was marked as the 
boundary between the British 
10th Corps and US 6th Corps 

He predicted, before a shot 
was fired, that the Germans 
would counter-attack (here. 
Within a week, German 10th 
Army commander General von 
Vietinghoff proved him right 

British commandos and US 
Rangers seized Salerno itself 
while the British advanced inland 
to occupy the airfield at 
Moniecorvino . On the south 
bank of the Sele, two raw US 
infantry divisions occupied a 
bridgehead some 5 km deep and 
15 km across. 

The only forces available for 
immediate defence of the area 
were regimental sized 
Kampfgruppen formed from the 
Ib.Panzerdhision. These held up 
the Allied advance just as they 
had in Sicily; German rearguards 
seemed much stronger than they 



were, while the slightest tactical 
error by an Allied battalion was 
punished by a ferocious local 
counter-attack. The Texas 
National Guardsmen of the 
US 36lh Infantry Division came 
badly unstuck, but so too did 
several British county regiments. 

Sluggish tactical progress 
was matched by equally torpid 
generalship. The Allies failed to 
expand or reinforce their 
bridgehead, while the Germans 
rushed in every available 
mechanised formation. 

Despite frequent atr attacks, 
forcing them to move at night, 
and a fuel shortage that was 
never fully overcome, the 
Germans moved fast. Within a 
week the Germans had six 
armoured or motorised divisions 
in place against four Allied 
infantry divisions. On 12 
September they commenced an 
all-out attack on the landing 
beaches. 

VjetinghofTs orders from 
Hitler, via Kesselring, were to 
eliminate the beachhead. Had the 
Leihstandarte panzer division 
been sent south, its Kesselring 
requested, the Germans might 
very well have succeeded. As it 
was, the countcrstroke penetrated 
the Allied lines just where 
Patton had said it would. 

The commander of the Allied 
5th Army, General Mark Clark, 
already had his eyes on Rome 
when panic-stricken soldiers 
appeared at the water's edge. The 
Germans were rumoured to be 
just behind them. That night, 
Clark issued a warning order to 
the fleet: prepare for evacuation. 

ALLIES CLOSE TO DEFEAT 

Clark subsequently defended his 
decision as a routine precaution. 
but Allied landing craft were not 
capable of re-embarking heavy 
equipment, only soldiers. Had 
such a retreat been ordered, 
the 5th Army would have had 
to abandon its artillery, tanks 
and transport. The two British 
divisions hunkered down, their 
corps artillery supplemented by- 
naval bombardment: the US 
divisions were driven back, 
but held on short of the beach. 
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Early progress by the Eighth Army in the 

foot of Italy's boot was rapid, giving some 

hope that the Germans were pulling out. 

But as the twin-pronged Allied advance 

moved north, resistance stiffened and it 

became harder to win ground. Eventually, 

winter and the strong mountain defensive 

system known as the Gustav Line brought 

the British and Americans to a halt at the 

small monastery town of Cassino, 
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9 September 

Operation 
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V- f 

9 September 



Below: The Germans responded vigorously to 
the landings at Salerno, and the Allies soon 
found itself in a fierce fight with the three 
panzer divisions and two panzergrenadier 
divisions of General Vietinghoff's 10th Army. 



THE ALLIED CAMPAIGN in Italy was planned as a two-pronged 
thrust with the British Eighth Army clearing southern Italy before 
pushing up the eastern side of the 'Boot'. The US Fifth Army, 
meanwhile, was to land at Salerno, to the south of Naples, and 
turning sharp left was to drive up the western side. Allied 
commanders knew that Italian opposition had all but ceased, but the 
big question was just what would the Germans do. The consensus 
was that they would pull back to northern Italy, and early Eighth 
Army reports from the south indicated that the Germans were 
retreating fast. But when the Salerno landings were hit by three 
panzer and two panzergrenadier divisions, it became clear that the 
Germans were going to resist the Allied advance all the way up the 
: align peninsula. It was going to be a long campaign. 
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AJ1 eyes turned south to 
Calabria, where Montgomery's 
8ih Army was making an 
extraordinarily leisurely 
promenade up the coast. The 
prickly Field Marshal's greatest 
admirers, including his most 
recent biographer, Nigel 
Hamilton, have not troubled to 
defend Montgomery from the 
accusation that he tarried 
deliberately. He loathed 
Americans in general and Chirk 
in particular. He wanted to be 
called to ride to the rescue. 
War correspondents managed to 
drive in civilian vehicles from his 
most advanced units all the way 
up to the Salcmo bridgehead, 
but Montgomery's ponderous 
advance tailed to pick up speed 
even while German battlegroups 
cut and slashed at the 5th Army. 

REINFORCEMENTS 

The US 82nd Airborne division 
had been held in reserve to land 
near Rome and seize the Ttalian 
capital. Instead, il was flown into 
the Salemo bridgehead, once the 
British had driven back the 
German assault and secured 
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Above: Men of the 2nd Battalion, 
6th Queen's Regiment pass a 
knocked-out Panzer IV in the 
country near Salerno. A German 
counter attack on the beachhead 
tailed, though it did inflict heavy 
losses on the Allies. 

Right: The landings south of the 
city were the signal for a popular 
rising against the Germans in 
Naples. Soon Italians would be 
fighting alongside the Allies. 

Montecorvino airfield. More 
ground troops were rushed in, 
the British departing from 
centuries of tradition by 
trans ferritig some 8th Army 
veterans on their way back to 
their own regiments and into 
units in the bridgehead instead. 
The result was a small scale 
mutiny: an incident as ugly as 
it was needless and one still 
controversial over 50 years later. 

Lavish air support and 
continued shore bombardment by 
the warships offshore helped 
sustain the battered defenders. 
Vietinghoff knew he could only 
delay the inevitable, and 
Kesselring recognised that to 
persist with the attacks risked 
defeat. On 16 September the 
Germans withdrew into the 



surrounding mountains as 
suddenly as they had come. The 
same day, US patrols in the south 
encountered elements of the 
British 8th Army. Montgomery 
set up a photo opportunity: he 
had himself driven up to Mark 
Clark, who was standing outside 
his headquarters, and tried to 
shake hands before climbing 
down from his vehicle. But Clark 
stepped back so the two men 
were pictured side-by -side. 

GERMAN WITHDRAWAL 

While the Allied commanders 
indulged in such points-scoring, 
the Germans pulled back north of 
Naples, which rose in revolt on 
27 September before the Allies 
entered the city. The prospect of 
taking Rome before winter had 



disappeared. Field Marshal 
Kesselring toured the likely front 
line in person, impressing 
on every man the necessity of 
holding the Allies as far south as 
possible. The terrain lent itself to 
defence, with towering mountain 
ranges dominating narrow 
valleys. Winter weather would 
nullify the Allies' air power. 
From coast to coast, the Germans 
dug themselves in. 

At the heart of their defences, 
barring the way to Rome, lay the 
impressive medieval monastery 
at Monte Cassino. Beneath its 
majestic walls a handful of 
German paratroops dug foxholes, 
occupied firing points, positioned 
their range-finders and high- 
powered binoculars and watched 
and waited. 
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Above: Montgomery was the natural choice to command the British 
forces making Hie first invasion of Axis soil. His Eighth Army ware 
veterans, and he knew how well the Germans could fight. However, his 
rivalry with Patton caused some problems in Sicily. 



Above: The tall figure of Mark Clark led the American side of the war in 
Italy. Patton having been removed in temporary disgrace, it fell to Clark 
to command the Salerno landings. After a very close-run battle, he was 
determined to be the first Allied commander to capture an Axis capital. 




X Albert Kesselring proved to be a commander of genius, 
arshalling his sometimes limited forces to deny the Allies the quick 
victory they wanted in Italy. It took two years of hard fighting to force 
his armies back as far as the Austrian border. 



Above: Erwin Rommel was made commander in Northern Italy early in 
1943. After the Italian surrender he advised the abandonment of 
southern Italy, withdrawing all German troops to the Po valley. 
However, Kesselring preferred a more resistant strategy. 
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The Jagdpanzer IV, known 
commonly as 'Guderian's Duck', 
was designed as a replacement for 
the Sturm geschutz III, It possessed 
thick welt-sloped armour and an 
extremely low profile. The first 
units to receive the vehicle were 
the Hermann Goering Division in 
Italy and the 12th SS Panzer 'Hitler 
Jugend' Division in Normandy. 
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QHE "BATTLE OF 
the Bulge', Hitler's 
last desperate 
offensive in the west 
in December 1944 
gave the German 
army's propaganda film units 
a final opportunity to show 
German panzers advancing. And 
whal incredible tanks they were. 

The assault involved the 
Wehrmacht's most powerful 
armoured vehicles: some almost 
twice the size of their British and 
American opponents. Many were 
not conventional tanks at all: 
designated "tank hunters" they 
were armoured boxes with no 
turrets, the main araiamcnl 
projecting from the steeply- 
sloping front hull. They had 
already shown what they could 
do in Normandy. The 88-mm gun 
of the Jagdpanther couid knock 
out any Allied tank at over 2000 
metres. Backed into a wood and 
camouflaged, the tank hunter 
could remain unseen, even 
after it opened fire. Now the 
Jagdpemthers were on the 
offensive, clattering along 
snowbound forest tracks, 
enthusiastic grenadiers perched 
on their giant steel hulls. 
Other components of the new 
generation of armoured vehicles 
included the Panzerjiiger TV. 
a turretless conversion of the 
Panzerkampfwagen (Pzkfw) IV. 
Easy to conceal, but also 
equipped with an 88-nun gun, 
it was built for defensive warfare. 
its low silhouette making 
it a perfect vehicle for ambush 
tactics. Also included in the 
offensive was a battalion of 
gigantic Jagdtigers: Tiger Us 
with the turret replaced by 
an armoured box containing 
a 1 28 mm gun. 

PflNZERJAGER 

The Jagdpanther and Jagdpanzer 
IV were among the most 
effective armoured lighting 
vehicles of the war: able to take 
on superior numbers of Allied 
tanks and destroy them. 
However, the concept of the 
'tank hunter' was bom of 
desperation, not forward 
planning, and was ultimately a 





symptom of industrial weakness. 

In 1939, the German armv 
went to war with two types of 
light and two types of medium 
tanks. Although used in combat 
during the Spanish Civil War, 
the 6-lon Pzkpfw. I had only been 
intended as a training tank, 
but Hider's premature declaration 
of war saw it pressed into 
combat. Its armament of twin 
machine guns, and light armour 
severely restricted its operational 
effectiveness. However, some 
of the Pzkpf*: Is were modified 
to mount the Czech 47-mm anti- 
tank gun, a much more powerful 
weapon than the German army's 
then standard 37-mm Pak 38. 
Thousands of these Czech 
weapons were seized after 
the annexation of 1938/39. 

The gunners only protection 
however was the gunshicld, 
which left the crew extremely 
vulnerable to artillery fire. 
The vehicle's hull was protected 
by no more than 13 mm of 
armour. But it fitted out some 



anti-tank battalions in the panzer 
divisions with a mobile and hard- 
hitting weapon system, superior 
to the towed weapons otherwise 
available. Another hundred or so 
were produced after the triumphs 
of 1 940 and the Panzerjdger I 
saw action in North Africa and 
Russia until 1942. 

T-34 TERROR 

In the summer of 1941 the 
Gentians had a nasty surprise. 
The latest Russian tanks, the T-34 
and KV- 1 , were superior in every 
way to German medium tanks: 
better protected, more heavily- 
armed and able to traverse 
swamp, mud and snow thanks to 
then wide tracks and powerlul 
diesel engines. The Pzpkfw. ID 
and IV were consequently to be 
up-gunned, but an interim 
solution was to exploit the large 
numbers of old light lank hulls 
available to the Wehrmacht. By 
mounting the gun behind a 
shield, rather than inside a turret, 
these small hulls could carry 



Above: The 70-ton Jagdtiger was 
the largest armoured fighting 
vehicle of the war. An adaptation 
of the striking King Tiger, and 
mounting a hugely powerful 128- 
mm gun it was nevertheless 
a failure, even in the defensive 
role for which it been designed. 

Left: With a lack of tank chassis, 
the German army was compelled 
to find uses for the otherwise 
totally obsolete Panzer I light 
training tank. A common variation 
was to mount the Czech 47-mm 
anti-tank gun. The crew of three 
had only a gun shield as protection, 
and were vulnerable to shrapnel 
from above and behind. Some 4QC 
Panzerjager Is were produced. 

much heavier guns than they 
were designed for. The end result 
was a scries of purposely 
designed tank hunters, mounting 
ever more powerful armament 

These Murders (Marten) 
carried 75-mm guns in open- 
topped fighting compartments on 
the Pzkpfiv. U. or 38(t) chassis. 
Likewise, the Homisse (Hornet) 
mounted an 88-mm gun in a 
similar box-like structure atop of 
a Pzkpfiv. IV. This was re-named 
Nashorn (Rhinocerous) on 
Hitler's orders. The same 
conversion was later exploited 
to become the Hummel ( Bumble 
Bee) 150-min self-propelled 
artillery piece. There were many 
other conversions: some official, 
some extemporised during the 
desperate winter of 1941-2 when 
the Ostheer was fighting for its 
life. Half-tracks received 
boilerplate armour and carried 
a Pak 40 in an improvised 
mounting. Many captured French 
tanks were fitted with anti-tank 
guns in place of their turrets. 
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Above: In this photo from early 1944 Rommel reviews one of the less 
impressive elements of his French defensive network. Only 24 Marder Is 
based on the French Hotchkiss H39 were built. Mounting a 75-mm PaK 
40 with muzzle-brake, they were only used in occupied France, for 
policing duties and briefly against the Allied invasion of Normandy. 

Above right: The Char B1 was the biggest French tank in use in 1940, 
but its combat effectiveness was undermined by its one-man turret. 
Thick armour and reasonable speed made it a useful if ungainly-looking 
piece of mobile artillery. The conversion involved removal of the turret in 
the usual way and its replacement with a fixed mounting which housed 
a W5-mm howitzer (which was also fitted to the Hotchkiss chassis). 




IN THE WAKE of the lightning conquests of 1939-40, the Wehrmacht's 
demands for self-propelled artillery soon outstripped factory 
production. The German economy was woefully unprepared for war 
in 1939, and the increasing strain put upon industry to kit out the ever 
growing number of divisions meant that equipment had to be scraped 
up from wherever it could be found. 

The Army was crying out for motorised artillery to give close-up 
support to the fast-moving panzers. In 1940 the majority of artillery 
was still towed, and much of that by horses. Wehrmacht gunners 
therefore had to rely upon a series of inadequate improvisations. With 
typical ingenuity the Germans made use of their huge inventory of 
captured equipment, and produced a series of unusual hybrid fighting 
vehicle variants. 

With practically all of the new materials pouring from the factories 
being earmarked for the East, the defences in the West were for a long 
time reliant upon equipment captured from the French and British in 
1940. Although the resultant mutations were among the strangest 
looking vehicles ever to take the field, and were often of questionable 
tactical effectiveness, for their crews it was basically take it or leave it. 




Above: The outstanding firepower of the 88mm gun, excellent mobility 
and alow elegant silhouette made the Jagdpanther a formidable 
opponent when correctly deployed, though its combat effectiveness was 
hampered by the limited traverse mount. Overall, the Jagdpanther was 
probably the best tank destroyer produced during WW2. 



AH were produced in tiny 
numbers. Some worked well, 
others were mismatches with 
high profiles and poor reliability. 
The German army already had 
a turretless tank in service before 
the war. Designed and built as 
such, the Sturmgeschiitz 
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(StuG) III was based on the 
Pzkfpw, ID chassis but mounted 
a short 75-mm infantry support 
gun in a box -like fully enclosed 
fighting compartment. Its purpose 
was to provide direct fire support 
for the infantry while the "proper" 
tanks (and. above all, anti-tank 



guns) dealt with enemy armour. 
The concept was suggested in 
1935 by former artilleryman, and 
future panzer general, Erich 
von Manstein. Manned by 
artillerymen, not tank personnel, 
the first StuG companies saw 
action in 1 940. Expanded to nine 
companies, they took part in the 
invasion of Russia and their 
numbers increased rapidly 
thereafter. With many fewer parts 
than a turreted Pzkfpw- IN, they 
were more reliable and easier to 
repair. Weight saved by having no 
turret enabled them to employ 
frontal armour with a thickness 
of up to 50 mm. 

STURMGESCHUTZ 

Over 8,000 StuG Ills were built 
between 1941 and 1945. This 
production rale and the vehicle's 
reliability meant that in 1943 and 
1944 between a third and a half 
of the serviceable 'tanks' in 
Russia were actually SluGs. The 
chronic shortage of armour led to 
the StuG battalions being 
employed as substitute tank units, 
despite their intended purpose as 
close support artillery. 



Once fitted with a long- 
barrelled 75-mm gun, their 
armament was equally capable 
of engaging armoured targets 
as well as infantry positions. 

Employing them as substitute 
tanks was a misuse of resources 
since the limited traverse of their 
gun handicapped them in a 
mobile tank battle, and if they 
were engaging enemy armour, 
German infantry were deprived 
of their firepower. Nevertheless, 
the infantry preferred to be 
supported by the StuG than by 
the more famous heavy tanks: 
the Tiger's fuel consumption 
restricted its range and Tigers 
often had to break off action to 
refuel just when the foot soldiers 
needed them most. 

In 1943 Hitler delayed the 
assault on Kursk until the summer 
so that the latest German tanks 
could be employed: 200 of the 
new P-kpfiv. V (Panther) medium 
tanks and 147 Tiger I heavy 
tanks. Even the unsuccessful 
candidate in the competition 
for the Tiger design was brought 
along: the 89 completed hulls of 
the Porsche heavy tank design 
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Slugs in action 




DESIGNED TO A 1936 Wehrmacht requirement for an armoured 
support vehicle, the Sturm geschiitz or StuG first served in France in 
1940 and fought in all theatres in both art artillery and tank destroyer role. 

Originally attached to Panzer Grenadier units, it was eventually decided 
by industrial planners to incorporate the StuGs into the Panzerwaffe. 
This was a monetary and not a tactical decision. The StuG could never be 
a substitute for a real tank due to the absence of a turret. In its favour it 
was able to carry much heavier armour and armament than a 
conventional Panzer III. 

In a typical panzer attack, StuGs would take on multiple roles. They 
would contribute to the initial barrage, before joining the main body 
of armour as it moved forward. StuGs would reduce enemy 
strongpoints such as bunkers or defended houses and, if opposing 
tanks appeared, it could switch to the tank killer role. However, if an 
enemy attack developed on their flank, the StuGs with their forward- 
facing guns were obviously terribly vulnerable. 

The mixing of tanks and fixed gun platforms increasingly blunted the 
operational effectiveness of German armour, but in spite of their 
limitations the StuGs continued to give good service to the war's end. 



were fitted with 88-mm guns in 
a fixed fighting compartment and 
used to equip two 'heavy tank 
hunter - battalions. Some were lost 
10 mechanical breakdown, others 
to the fanatical bravery of Russian 
anti-tank squads (the absence of 
an onboard machine gun proved 
an embarrassing oversight). 
The survivors were withdrawn 
to Italy where they were used 
intended: long range anti-tank 
weapons, 

HUNTING UTS' 

During 1944 the German army 
received its most deadly tank 
hunters. By mounting the main 
armament in a fixed fighting 
compartment rather than a turret, 
the Panther could take an 88-mm 
gun in place of its 75 -mm 
weapon. The Jagdpanther's 
fighting compartment was 
protected by 1 00 mm of armour 
at the front, steeply sloped to 
make it invulnerable to most 
Allied tank guns except at point 
blank range. Weighing 46 tons, 
its 690 hp engine gave it a top 
speed of 46 km/h and it had a 
range of some 160 km. 



The stalwart Pzkfpw, IV received 
similar treatment: the Jagdpanzer 
IV ot 'Guderian's duck" as it was 
nicknamed weighed 25 tons, its 
300 hp engine giving a top speed 
of 40 km/h. With 80 mm of 
armour at the front, it too was a 
tough proposition for Allied tank 
guns and better still, its height of 
just 1.85 rn made it very easy to 
conceal. However, only about 
400 Jagdpanthers and 1 ,0()0 
Jagdpanzer IVs were built 
hetween 1944 and 1945: 
a combined total of less than the 
monthly production of American 
M4 Shermans or Soviet T-34s. 

Plans were made for an 
improved Jagdpaniher carrying 
heavier armament, but the war 
ended before any could be see 
active service. However, two 
battalions of Jagdtigers were in 
action by the end of 1944. 
The Tiger II was armed with an 
88-mm gun: but by substituting 
the turret for a non-traversable. 
slab-sided box, the vehicle could 
mount a massive 128-mm gun 
capable of destroying even the 
Russian heavy tanks at long 
range. Unfortunately, these 
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Above: A StuG IIIF with a short 75mm gun and armoured skirts resists 
the Allied landings at Salerno. The StuG was based on the chassis of the 
Panzer III. The driver's station was unaltered from that of the tank, but 
behind him was now a very cramped compartment, which made 
fighting with hatches down an extremely arduous experience. 

Above left: Units of the Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler armoured division 
in Russia in the spring of 7942 prior to its withdrawal to Prance for a 
refit. It was In the role of close support vehicles, rather than ersatz 
tanks, that the StuG excelled. The commander and loader habitually 
travelled standing half-way out of their respective hatches, so confined 
was the vehicle's interior. Also in the photograph is a Panzerjager I -a 
tank-killer based on the Panzer I chassis. 




Above: StuG creivs were considered the elite of the artillery units and 
were issued special field grey uniforms. StuGs had accounted for an 
impressive 20,000 enemy tanks by the spring of 1944. Approximately 
9500 StuG Ills of various types had been produced by March 1945, 
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Above; Armaments minister Albert Speer test drives a Tiger chassis. In 
spite of Speer's undoubted genius for galvanising German arms 
manufacture, Germany could not produce tanks in sufficient numbers to 
offset losses. The result was the introduction of several stop-gap designs 
which down-graded the fighting effectiveness of the Panzer formations. 

Below: The Elefant or Ferdinand was a marriage of the rejected Porsche 
chassis for the Tiger, and an 8.8-cm Pak 43 llonger-barreled and with a 
higher muzzle velocity than the gun used on normal Tigers). It first saw 
action at Kursk in 1943, where the lack of a machine gun made it 
vulnerable to Soviet tank-killing infantry. The main fighting 
compartment provided adequate space for the crew of six, but the huge 
vehicle was difficult to conceal and an easy target in open country. 




Below: A battery of four Hummels stands ready for action on a Fussian 
steppe in 1942. The Hummel or 'Bumblebee' was the first of a series of 
hybrids, combining components from Pzkfpw. Ills and IVs. The dose 
grouping of the guns and relative lack of camouflage demonstrates 
that the Luftwaffe still had superiority in the air at this time. 



monsters weighed over 70 tons 
and proved mechanically 
unreliable. Like the Tiger II, they 
required a great deal of fuel, 
which was in short supply, and 
recovering a broken down 
Jagdtiger took the full power of 
a second - often resulting in 
another breakdown. They were 
also too heavy for standard army 
bridging equipment. Their 
250 mm frontal armour kept out 
anything Allied lank crews could 
fire at them, but most were lost 
to mechanical failure and 
abandoned. 

DIMINUTIVE GIANT 

The most successful German 
tank hunter was not a giant, but 
the diminutive Helzer or 'Baiter" 
(as in bull-baiter). This was an 
ingenious conversion of the old 
Czech Pzkpjw 38(f). Little more 
than two metres high, it weighed 
less than 16 tons yet its 75-rnm 
gun could knock out most Allied 
tanks. It was unusually plentiful 
by German standards, with some 
2,500 produced at the Skoda 
works by early 1945. 

As the number of tank hunter 
units increased. StuG crews were 
transferred into them to provide 
a core of experienced personnel. 
General Heinz Guderian, 
Inspector General of Armoured 
Troops, planned to integrate the 
assault guns and the tank hunters 
during 1944-45. Infantry 
divisions were to receive 
companies - or whole battalions 
- of turredess armoured vehicles 
which would double as tank 
hunters and assault guns. 

Just as the German tank 
hunters stemmed from the 
inferiority of their main battle 
tanks compared to the Russian 
behemoths, so the British and 



Americans soon copied the idea. 
Western tanks were thin-skinned 
and under-armed compared to 
their German opponents. One 
British solution was to put the 
powerful 1 7-pdr anti-tank guns 
onto the old Valentine tank 
chassis; christened the Archer, it 
was used in 1944 and 1°45. The 
US Army already had 75-mm 
guns on M3 half-tracks in the 
anti-tank battalions of its 
armoured divisions. These were 
progressively upgraded with the 
M10 and M36 tank destroyers; 
these vehicles had fully 
traversable turrets, albeit lightly 
armoured and open-topped. 

'ANIMAL HUNTER' 

The Russians reacted even more 
effectively: by the summer of 
1943 they had mounted 152-mm 
(6-inch) howitzers onto the KV-1 
chassis to produce a formidable 
tank destroyer/infantry support 
vehicle. The 1SU-152 became 
known as the 'animal hunter' 
after the toll it took of Panthers 
and Tigers. From 1944 these 
were supplemented by large 
numbers of SU-85 and SU-IOO 
tank destroyers. Based on the T- 
34 chassis, they mounted high- 
velocity 85 mm and 1(X) mm 
calibre weapons respectively. 

The tradition endured after the 
war: among the first armoured 
vehicles ordered by the West 
German army was a light tank 
chassis with a 90-mm anti-tank 
gun projecting from the sharply 
angled hull front - an updated 
StuG. The famous post-war 
Swedish S-tank was designed at 
the outset as a turrctless vehicle. 
An AFV design bom of 
desperation had become a sub- 
species of combat vehicle 
enduring to the present day. 
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CZECH WORK HORSE 

ALTHOUGH THE GERMANS made much use of captured enemy 
vehicles, adapting them for their own purposes, the only foreign 
design which they put into production, albeit significantly modified, 
was the Czech TNH P-S light tank. Entering service with the 
Wehrmacht as the Pzkfpw. 38!t). it's simple chassis and reliable engine 
were adapted to be used in a wide variety of roles. 

The Marder series was an extremely successful attempt at marrying 
PaK (anti-tank) weapons to the 3S(tl chassis. There were two types 
produced. Both were designated Marder III, and they provided Panzer 
and Panzer Grenadier divisions with mobile and powerful tank- 
busting weaponry. Although largely replaced by better designed 
Panzerjagers, some Marders saw service to the end of the war. 

The most effective conversion of the 38(t) was the Jagdpanzer 
Hetzer or 'Baiter' which was probably the best of its type produced 
during WW2. It served with the Swiss Army into the 1970s. 

Below right: The Hetzer used the same basic engine, suspension and 
running gear as the 38 ft I, allied to an armoured sloping hull, enclosing a 
four man crew. The resultant combination was small and low, yet it was 
well protected and had good cross-country performance. Its gun could 
knock out all but the heaviest enemy tanks. 

Below: The original Marder III proved to be nose-heavy. This limited 
mobility, so in the interests of balance the engine was relocated at the 
front of the chassis, while the 'working platform' and the heavy 
weaponry it carried was moved to the rear. Production was based in 
Prague, and some 800 units were completed. 




Above: The Marder III production 

line at BMM in Prague. The factory 
turned out around 500 of the 
conversions, which mounted the 
captured Soviet 76.2-mm gun or 
the 75-mm German PaK. 



Left: Over 1400 of the 
light Panzer 38ft) were 
produced up until 1942, 
when developments in 
tank warfare rendered 
this most successful 
vehicle obsolete for all 
but reconnaissance 
duties. Its chassis 
remained in production 
beyond WW2, being 
used in the Czech army, 



Right: The 'Bison' was 
an open-topped self- 
propelled artillery piece 
carrying the 15-cm siG 
infantry howitzer and 
was used in the close 
fire-support role. Being 
an early conversion, the 
gun on the Bison was 
mounted well forward, 
the engine being 
retained at the rear. 
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in the German armed 
forces. Their use dates 
hack toihe 19th 
Century, when tliey 
were primarily intended as 
distinctions for elite units. During 
World War II. cuff-titles were 
much more widely applied to the 
uniforms of many military and 



Woven tapes, usually between 
2Nmm and 33mm wide, they 
were worn on the right forearm 
by the army and die left forearm 
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by the SS. Their purposes were 
varied: they could identify a 
wearers function, or in which 
geographical area his unit was 
raised In the fighting services, 
however, they were primarily 
used to identify a military unit, 
though they were also used as 
campaign awards. As unit 
identifiers, they could carry the 
unit's name or number, or they 
could he used to commemorate 
military heroes or Nazi "martyrs." 

Cuff titles were widely used 
by the SS. Most pre-war units had 
ihem - they were issued to 



members on joining, along with 
their uniforms. Initially all were 
hand embroidered with 
aluminium wire, but from 1936 
this quality was reserved for 
officers. Other ranks were issued 
with tapes that were machine- 
embroidered in cotton. This was 
the so-called RZM pattern. 

WARTIME ECONOMIES 

From 1939. gothic lettering was 
abandoned. Officers' titles were 
machine-woven rather than hand- 
embroidered, though metallic 
thread was still used for the 



lettering. From 1943, however, 
with the war turning against 
Germany even that was tot) 
expensive, and all ranks were 
issued with woven cloth titles. 
Known as the 'BEVO' partem 
after the trademark of the 
principle manufacturer of such 
tapes, they were worn to the end 
of the war. 

Any SS man moving from one 
unit to another had to switch cuff 
tides - unless his new unit had 
not been awarded such an honour. 
In that case, he could continue to 
wear the title of his old unit. 
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Opposite page: Obergruppenfiihrer Joseph 'Sepp' Dietrich 
collects for the Winterhilfe charity soon after the Nazi seizure of 
power. His black SS uniform is adorned with the 'Adolf Hitler' 
cuff title, worn only by Hitler's bodyguard, the 
Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler 

Top inset: Early cuff titles were embroidered in gothic 
lettering, though late in 1939 these were replaced by latin 
letters. These examples were worn by staff and students at 
the two SS officer training schools. The wire-woven Bad 
Tolz band was worn by officers, while the Braunschweig 
title is in the cotton-embroidered 'RZM' style used by 
NCOs and other ranks. 

Above inset: Most SS cuff titles were black with white, 
silver or grey lettering. This unique green and white 
example was manufactured in October 1944 for use by the 
1st Musselnrann (Muslim) Regiment, comprised of volunteers 
from Turkestan. It is unlikely that these cuff titles were ever 
issued to the members of the regiment. 

Main picture: Greatcoat worn by an Unterscharfithrer (corporal) 
of the third armed SS regiment, Der Fuhrer. In 1940 this became a part 
of the SS-VT Division, along with the Deutschland andGermania 
regiments. Regimental cuff titles were still worn even after the 
division was renamed Das Reich and a divisional cuff title was 
introduced in 1942. 
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Above: Heinrich Himmler is seen 
making a triumphal progress 
through the occupied territories of 
Eastern Europe early in the war. 
As the head of the SS, he can be 
regarded as the highest of all 
'Main SS Office' chiefs, and he 
wears the black and silver 
Hauptamtchef cuff title. Only 12 
other men could wear it. 



Below: Karl Hermann Frank, 
Minister of State in Bohemia and 
Moravia. A Sudeten German, he 
succeeded the assassinated 
Reinhard Heydrich as acting 
Protector, and took a terrible 
revenge on the village of Lidice. 
One step below the main office 
holders, he wears the 
ReiehsfiJhrung-SS cuff title. 



Below: The Hauptamtchef cuffband of silver woven brocade with black 
stripes was one of the rarest of all such items. They were worn only by 
the heads of main SS offices - the 12 department heads appointed by 
and answerable to Reichsfuhrer SS Heinrich Himmler. Included among 
their number were Karl Wolff, Reinhard Heydrich, Ernst Kattenbrunner, 
Kurt Daluege, August Heissmeyer and Oswald Pohl. Wolff was head of 
the the ReichsfiJhrer's personal staff, and staff members wore the 
Reictisf uhrung-SS cuffband, also worn by members of the SS high 
command. The runic 'SS' was adopted in September 1939 - before that 
date the letters were written in a gothic script. 
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jw: Embroidered 
Igemeine SS officer's 
titles, indicating that the 
wearers served with 
SS Standarte 3, from 
Nuremberg; Standarte 6 
at Berlin-Charlottenburg; 
Standarte 9 from 
Hannover, and Standarte 
72 based in Detmold. 
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Ordnungspolizei (ORPO) 



Order Police, the uniformed 
branch of German law 
enforcement under the Third 
Reich. Prior to the Nazi takeover 
in 1933 r there was no central 
police organisation in Germany, 
each of the Lander controlling its 
own forces. The main branches 
of the uniformed police usually 
comprised the Schutzpoiizei in 
the cities and the Landespoiizei 
and the Gendarmerie in rural 
areas, although the uniformed 
police also controlled the fire 
service and administrative legal 
officers such as health inspectors 
and building inspectors. In 1933, 
Wilhelm Frick proposed that all 
German police units should come 
under the control of the Ministry 
of the interior, but unification did 



not begin until Heinricti Himmler 
became Chef der Deutschen 
Potizei in 1936. Uniformed police 
now came under the control of 
the Hauptamt Ordnungspolizei, 
headed by Kurt Daluege, while 
the detectives of the Kriminal 
Potizei and the secret police of 
the Gestapo were made part of 
Heyd rich's Sicherheitspoiizei, 
or Sipo. Although Himmler's 
aim was to merge the uniformed 
police with the SS, they remained 
separate organisations until 
midway through the war. 

Right: Armed police on watch near 
the Communist Party's Berlin HO 
on the day that Adolf Hitler 
became Chancellor. It took a long 
time for the Nazis to bring the 
Orpos under complete control, 




Organisation der Gewerbiichen Wirtschaft 



'Organisation of the Industrial 
Economy', was a planned Nazi 
restructuring of the entire 
German economy. It was set up 
by laws instituted on 27 February 
and 27 November 1934. 
The reconstruction grouped firms 
both vertically and horizontally. 
There were seven main 



Reichsgruppe in the vertical 
structure, covering industry, 
artisans, banking, commerce, 
insurance, power and transport. 
In turn each of the groups was 
broken down into Hauptgruppen 
(main groups) and Fachgruppen 
(professional groups). 

The horizontal structure, under 



the Reichswirtscnaftskammer 
(Reich chamber of business) was 
regionally based, and included all 
industrial, commercial and artisan 
enterprises within a region. 
Membership in a Reichsgruppe or 
a Kammer was compulsory if 
a company expected to do any 
business approved by the state. 



The horizontal and vertical 
organisation meant that 
functionaries of the Reich 
Commerce Ministry could exert 
control on every aspect of 
German business. 

Both groups and chambers 
were expected to maintain close 
ties with the Nazi party. 



Organisation Todt 



The Todt Organisation was the 
state construction body set up 
in 1938 under the direction of 
Dr Fritz Todt. It was initially 
established to use surplus 
worksrs to build large-scale 
military projects such as the 
Autobahn network and the 
massive defences of the 
Westwail. The workers were 
provided by civilian 
contractors, and were 
supervised by officials from 
a variety of organisations 
including the SA, the army, 
the air force and the RAD 
or Reichsarbeitsdienst. 

During the war, the Todt 
organisation became quasi- 
military. It was divided into 
a number of divisions, 
including Construction, 
Communication, Equipment, 
Personnel, Provisions, Messing, 
Accommodation, Front 
Direction and Administration. 
The principle tasks of the OT 
were to build roads and bridges 



in the occupied territories 
and to provide logistic and 
construction support to the 
Wehrmacht - ultimately coming 
under the control of Wehrmacht 
engineer units. 

At home, the organisation 
was extensively involved in 
reconstruction after Allied 
bombing raids. Hundreds of 
thousands of foreign forced 
labourers and Soviet prisoners 
of war provided the manpower 
for the OT's projects. Polish or 
Russian slave workers were 
identified by an armband with 
the letter 'O' for Osfaroe/fer. 
No foreign labourers were fed 
or treated well, but the east 
Europeans were at the bottom 
of the heap. Those who 
attempted to escape were 
often hanged publicly as 
a deterrent to others. 

After Todt died in an 
aircraft accident In 1942, 
the organisation came under 
the control of Albert Speer. 




Above: A concrete artillery 
emplacement on the Atlantic 
coast commemorates the 
organisation which built it and 

many like it. 
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Ossietzky, Carl von <1889 - 1938) 



German writer and pacifist. 
Originally an employee of the 
Hamburg municipal council, he 
became a journalist in 1911. 
An infantryman during 
World War I, he became a 
professional pacifist after the war. 
In 1927 he collaborated with Kurt 
Tucholsky to publish Die 
Weltbuhne - The World Stage, 
which Ossietzky edited. The 
magazine became a forum for 
radical writers, publishing articles 
by Heinrich Mann. Erich Kastner, 
Stefan Zweig and Ernst Bloch. 

In 1931 the magazine exposed 
the fteichswehr's secret 



rearmament programme. 
Ossietzky was arrested, tried and 
convicted for high treason, 
and served 18 months in prison. 
Released in a general amnesty 
in 1932, he was again arrested 
on the night of the Reichstag fire, 
this time charged with being 
an enemy of the new National 
Socialist state. 

Ossietzky was sent to 
Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp as prisoner number 562. 
He was later transferred to 
Esterwegen where he was treated 
very badly. In 1935 a group of 
exiled German intellectuals 



nominated Ossietzky for the 
Nobel peace prize, and in 1936 he 
was given the award (though the 
Nazis would not let him accept). 

He had contracted TB at 
Esterwegen, and in 1936 he was 
moved to a Gestapo-controlled 
clinic in Berlin. He did not 
recover, however, and died 
in Berlin on 3 May 1938. 

Flight: Carl von Ossietzky as a 
concentration camp prisoner. 
Ossietzky was not a socialist: he 
was the spokesman for a radical 
and intellectual opposition to 
tyranny, and he was persecuted 
by both Weimar and the Nazis, 




Oster, Hans (1888 - 1945) 



Chief of Staff of the Abwehr, 
the German military counter- 
intelligence service, and principle 
organiser of the Resistance. Oster 
was born in Dresden on 9 August 
1888. A General Staff officer 
during World War I, he remained 
in the Reichswehr until 1932. 
Called back into service on 
Hitler's assumption of power, 
Oster served in the Abwehr tram 
1933 to 1944- initially under 
General Kurt von Bredow and 
then as a subordinate of Admiral 
Wilhelm Canaris. 

A devout Christian, Oster was 
offended by the anti-religious 
attitudes of the Nazis. Dislike 
turned into opposition with the 



murder of General Kurt von 
Schleicher during the Rohm 
purge of 1934, and he began to 
meet with the military opposition 
group forming around General 
Ludwig Beck. In 1939 he became 
director of the Abwehr's main 
office, and in 1941 was promoted 
to Generalmajor. 

His position gave Oster a 
number of opportunities to work 
against the Nazis. In 1940 he 
secretly informed Holland and 
Norway that they were about to 
be invaded. However, his efforts 
in 1943 to help anti-Hitler 
conspirators Dohnanyi, von 
Trescow and von Schlabrendorff 
aroused suspicions. He was 



suspended from duty, and on 
31 March 1944 dismissed from 
the Army. He was arrested 
following the failure of the July 
Plot and executed along with 
Admiral Canaris and Pastor 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer on 9 April 
1945, shortly before American 
troops reached Flossenbiirg 
concentration camp. 

Right: The urbane and elegant 
Hans Oster was a career military 
officer who became one of the 
most important opponents of 
Hitler and the Nazis. 



See also Inside the Third Reich 
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Ost 



East, used in combination with 
a number of German words to 
indicate organisations and items 
associated with eastern Europe. 

Osfmar*; or East March 
originally described the border 
territories of the old German 
Reich, though under the Nazis the 
term was applied to Austria after 
the Anschluss. 

Ostland was a term for the 
Reichkommissariat or body 



governing occupied territories, 
specifically covering the Baltic 
states and northern Belorussia 

Ostfront or Eastern Front was 
the general term for the war zone 
in the east. Far and away the 
most important front of the war, it 
soaked up the majority of 
German military resources and 
saw most German casualties. 
The Ostmedaille was the 
campaign medal given to 



German soldiers who had served 
on the Eastern Front in the first 
bitter winter of 1941-42. The red, 
black and white ribbon was worn 
in the tunic buttonhole. Soldiers' 
called it the Gefrierfieischorden — 
the 'Frozen Meat' Medal or more 
kindly the Frost Medal. 

Ostindustrie GmbH or Eastern 
Industries Ltd was an SS 
company set up to use slave 
labour in Poland. It was directed 



by SS-Brigadefiihrer Odilo 
Globocnik, and ran factories 
largely in the Lublin area staffed 
mostly by Jews. 

Ostgebiete was the term used 
to describe land east of the Oder 
which had been German-held in 
1937. Under Polish and Soviet 
administration after the war, its 
German population was mostly 
expelled in 1945 as the occupying 
powers annexed the territory. 



Osthilfe Scandal 



Osthilfe or Eastern Aid was a 
programme established by the 
Weimar republic in March 1931. 
It was designed to assist farmers 
in Eastern Germany who had 
fallen heavily into debt. Over 
33,000 landholdings were eligible 
for aid, which was provided by a 
newly founded industrial bank 
with capital assessed from 
industry, from agriculture and 
from the Reich budget. 

Though it was intended to 
assist ail kinds of estates cut off 
from Germany by the Danzig 



Corridor, most of the money went 
to large landowners in East 
Prussia, and the financial scandal 
led to the fall of the government 
of General Kurt von Schleicher. 

Right: Oskar von Hindenburg, seen 
here to the right of his father Field 
Marshal Paul von Hindenburg, was 
implicated in the Osthilfe scandal. 
Rumours persisted that the 
National Socialists used this to 
pressurise if not blackmail the 
aging President into appointing 
Hitler as Chancellor. 
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Panther 



Developed as a counter to the 
Soviet T-34, trie PzKpfw V Panther 
was rushed into production 
during early 1943 and made its 
combat debut at Kursk. In the 
eyes of many armoured experts it 
was the best tank of the war, with 
a good combination of mobility, 
well-sloped armour for protection 
and the firepower of a long- 
barrelled 75-mm gun. If the 
Panther had a weakness, it was 
that it was more complicated 
than its Soviet equivalent, and 
so it took longer and was more 



OF THE THIRD REICH 



expensive to build. Under 6,000 
were produced, compared to 
40,000 Soviet T-34s and a similar 
number of M4 Shermans. After 
the war the French Army used 
captured Panthers in their 
armoured formations. 

ff/gftf; With good armour, mobility 
and firepower, the Panther was 
one of the best all-round tanks of 
the war. But it was much more 
complex than the rival Soviet T-34. 



Hitler's War Machine 
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Panzer 



The word 'Panzer' immediately 
conjures up images of German 
tanks forming the spearhead of 
blitzkrieg, smashing through and 
beyond an enemy. In fact, the 
German word panzer does not 
mean tank: it means armour. 
German tanks are called 
Panzerkampfwagens or Pzkpfw, 
meaning armoured fighting 
vehicle. Panzerfahrzeug or 
armoured vehicle is another 
name for a tank. 
Similarly at sea, cruisers, 



pocket battleships, battle cruisers 
and battleships are known as 
Panzerschiffe - because they 
are protected by side and 
deck armour. 

Right: Up-gunned Panzer Ills and 
IVs cross the Steppes in 1942. 
German armoured vehicles were 
the key component in the early 
success of Blitzkrieg. 



Hitler's War Machine 




Early Panzers 



Papen, Franz von C1879 - 1969) 



Aristocratic politician and 
statesman who played a major 
role in Hitler's drive to power. 
Born at Werl, Westphalia on 
29 October 1879, Papen joined the 
cavalry in 1907 and during World 
War I served as a staff officer and 
Military Attache in Washington. 
Clumsy attempts at espionage 
resulted in his being sent back 
to Germany. Leaving the army 
in 1919, he became leader of 
the Catholic Centre Party. 

Papen was a key member of 
the group of senior conservative 
politicians who believed that they 



could use Hitler to bring down 
the Weimar Republic. Deputy 
Chancellor under Hitler from 
1933-34, von Papen was sidelined 
as Ambassador to Austria until 
the Anschluss. From 1939 to 1944 
he was Ambassador to Turkey, 
but on his return to Germany 
came under suspicion of being 
involved in the July bomb plot. 

Captured in Westphalia by the 
US Army, he was indignant at 
being tried as a war criminal by 
the Nuremberg Military Tribunal - 
he was acquitted. A year later he 
appeared before a German court 



accused of helping Hitler to 
power. The Germans being less 
forgiving than the Americans, he 
was sentenced to eight years and 
the confiscation of his property. 
He appealed and was released 
in January 1949. He died in 
Obersasbach, Baden on 
2 May 1969. 

Right: Seen with the man he 
thought he could manipulate, 
Franz von Papen instead found 
himself the victim of an arch- 
manipulator. The wily politician 
was no match for Hitler, but he did 
manage to outlive the Third Reich. 




Papenburg 

Small town and port in north- 
west Germany. Located on the 
River Ems near the Dutch border, 
Papenburg was the centre of a 
network of at least 15 penal 
camps on the low-lying 
marshlands. They were known 
collectively as Emslandsiager. 
Camp Seven, Esterwegen, was 
probably the most infamous at 
the time. Among its more famous 
inmates was Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Carl von Ossietzky. 
Nominally the camps remained 
under control of the old law 
enforcement agencies because 
only criminals were supposed to 



be sent there. However, some 
of the sites were briefly used 
as concentration camps for 
opponents of the Nazis, while 
others became PoW or military 
detention camps during the war. 

Right: Most of the sites around 
Papenburg were penal camps, but 
political prisoners were often 
incarcerated alongside the 
criminals doing hard labour. As 
the war progressed, several 
became satellites of Neuengamme 
concentration camp. 
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Parteigenchte 



Party Courts: tribunals set up by 
the Nazi party in 1921 to monitor 
and discipline members of the 
NSDAP. Modelled after the 
Honour Courts customary in the 
professions, the Parteigerichte 
became much more important 
after Hitler came to office. 
The courts were headed by 



Reichsleiter Walter Buch, and 
were an instrument of political 
rather than legal control. They 
had become powerful 
bureaucratic mechanisms for 
controlling party members, 
regulated not by law but by the 
wishes of the Fiihrer, as defined 
in guidelines issued by Rudolf 



Hess. Courts were established at 
local and district level, usually 
administered by lay party 
members in good standing, and 
at Gau and National level, where 
the courts were usually operated 
by party members who were also 
legal professionals 

Unlike most honour courts, 



Parteigerichte had powers of 
arrest and imprisonment, though 
these were not often used. More 
commonly, they could deny 
errant party members 
employment, impose social 
banishment or prison terms. 
Expulsion from the party was 
thought the worst punishment. 



Paulus, Friedrich (1890 - 1957) 



German Field Marsha) who 
commanded 6th Army at 
Stalingrad. Paulus was born in 
Breitenau, Melsungen District on 
23 September 1890. A career 
soldier, he served in World War I 
and remained in the Army after 
the war. His record in the 
Reichswehr was of an 
exceptionally capable staff 
officer, who lacked decisiveness. 
Nevertheless, he rose to becoma 
a Genera/major at the outbreak 
of war. 

After serving as Reichenau's 
Chief of Staff during the invasion 
of Poland, from September 1940 



to January 1942 he was a senior 
staff officer in the OKH. 

Paulus, by now a full General, 
was given command of the 6th 
Army in January 1942. During the 
summer offensive, 6th Army was 
aimed at Stalingrad, reaching but 
not taking the city. A Soviet 
counter offensive in November 
encircled the 6th Army but Hitler 
forbade it from breaking out, 
Paulus was promoted to Field 
Marshal on 31 January 1943, 
but he surrendered with the 
remnants of the 6th Army in 
February. The 6th Army had 
suffered 150,000 casualties and 



91,000 surrendered - most of 
whom did not survive the war. 

As a prisoner, Paulus 
cooperated with and broadcast 
for the 'National Committee for a 
Free Germany', an anti-Nazi 
organisation controlled by the 
Soviet Army. He was released in 
1953 and died in East Germany. 

Right: Field Marshal Friederich 
Paulus signs an appeal by the 
Soviet-backed 'Free Germany' 
committee, asking for ordinary 
German soldiers to rise up against 
their Nazi overlords. Such appeals 
had little effect. 




Peenemunde 

Village on the island of Usedom 
in the Baltic. Used by the 
aristocratic von Braun family for 
summer holidays, it was selected 
by Wernher von Braun as a good 
site for research. The German 
army test establishment was 
moved here in 1936, and research 
and development of the A-4 IV-2) 
rocket was conducted at the 
centre. Later the Luftwaffe set up 
an establishment close by, where 
work on the FZG-76 (V-1) missile 
was carried out. 

Allied intelligence became 
aware of the centre through 
a variety of sources, including 
aerial photographs and on the 
night of 17-18 August 1943 the 



RAF committed 597 aircraft to 
a precision raid. The attack killed 
735 staff and workers including 
the centre's chief engineer Herr 
Walther, and Professor Thiel 
a propulsion specialist. The V-2 
programme was set back by at 
least two months, and production 
was moved to the underground 
slave factories at Nordhausen. 

Right: AV-T flying bomb is 
prepared for an airborne launch 
test at Peenemunde. Over 1,000 of 
these weapons were delivered 
from beneath the wing ofHeinkel 
He m bombers, most being 
aimed at London or used in the 
campaign against Antwerp. 




Peiper, Jechen (1915 - 1976) 



Standartenfuhrer (Colonel) 
Joachim (Jochen) Peiper was 
one of the most aggressive of all 
German tactical commanders. 
Fluent in English and French 
Peiper joined the Lsibstandarte at 
the age of 19. He commanded a 
company in Poland, a battalion in 
France and was a Regimental 
commander in Russia by the time 
he was 27. 

At the age of 29, Peiper had 
2,000 men under his command 
which was a spearhead unit in 
the German Ardennes offensive, 
the Battle of the Bulge. By the 
close of the battle oniy 800 



returned to German lines. 

Duriny the battle, his 
Kampfgruppe (battle group) was 
held responsible for the massacre 
of 71 US PoWs at Malmedy in 
Belgium which took place on 
17 December 1944. After the war 
Peiper was tried and found guilty 
of the Malmedy killings and on 16 
July 1946 he was condemned to 
death. Due to irregularities in his 
interrogation he was reprieved, 
iailed and released in 1956. 

Along with Sepp Dietrich and 
Panzer Mayer, Jochen Peiper 
remained a hero to former SS 
men. He retired to Traves in 



France, where he lived until 
14 July 1976. There, following 
numerous death threats, his 
home was fire-bombed by French 
Communists and he was killed. 

Right: Curiously, for one of the 
star personalities of the Waffen 
SS, Jochen Peiper never joined the 
Nazi Party. An extremely tough 
man who was capable of great 
violence, he was also well- 
educated and easy-going in 
person. He spoke fluent French 
and English. 



Nazi Horrors 
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Petain (Henri) Philippe (1856 - 1951) 



Marshal of France and humane 
hero of World War I, Petain was 
born in Cauehy-la-Tour, Pas-de- 
Calais on 24 May 1856 to a 
peasant family. In World War I he 
held Verdun against German 
assaults and then planned the 
French offensive in September 
1918. In 1940 he was called to the 
French cabinet as Vice-Premier 
and urged an immediate 
capitulation in an attempt to get 
the best possible terms from the 
Germans. Following the armistice 
with the Germans he became 



Chief of State of the neutral 
unoccupied part of France 
governed from Vichy by Pierre 
Laval. Following the occupation 
of all of France in 1942 he ceased 
to have any role, but in June 1944 
he urged Frenchmen to "remain 
out of it" meaning the Allied 
drive to liberate France. He was 
removed by the Germans to 
Germany in 1945, but returned 
voluntarily to France in April 
1945. 

Tried for treason he was 
sentenced to death, however this 



was commuted to life 
imprisonment and he died in 
Port-Joinville on 23 July 1951. 
To his last day he insisted that 
he had saved France. "The 
French people will never forget 
that I saved them (at Vichy) as I 
had saved them at Verdun". 



Right: The hero of Verdun's 
abiding concern to avoid the 
complete destruction of France led 
him to collaborate with Hitler, 
since he could see no alternative 
to a German victory in Europe. 




Pfef ffer von Salomon, Fram Felix (1888 - 1968) 



Commander of the SA from 
1926-30, Pfeffertook command 
after Rohm left Germany. He 
added orderliness and traditional 
army drill to turn the SA into an 
instrument of propaganda rather 
than street fighting bullies. He 
introduced parades and salutes 
with a raised arm with the 
massed ranks chanting "Hell 
Hitler!" The first time the salute 
was used was on July 1925 at a 
parade of 5,000 SA men at 
Weimar. Following the Stennes 
Mutiny of 1931, and after a 
dispute with Hitler over the 
nomination of SS rather than SA 



men to the Reichstag, he was 
relieved of command of the SA. 
Pfeffer, a tough Prussian, was not 
part of the sentimental Bavarian 
group within the Nazi party - he 
often referred to Hitler as "That 
flabby Austrian". 

Right: Seen with Hitler in 1927, the 
bemedalled Pfeffer von Saloman 
introduced discipline to the SA. 
However, after the return of Rohm 
in 1931 his days were numbered. 



See also Inside the Third Reich 
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Pimpf 



Boys aged between the ages of 
10 and 14 who joined the 
Deutsches Jungvolk - the junior 
division of the Hiflerjugend - 
were known as Pimpfs. 

After membership in the Hitler 
Youth became compulsory in the 
late 1930s, every German 
youngster was required to 
register with the Reich Youth 
Headquarters by 15 March of the 
year in which they reached their 
tenth birthday. After a thorough 
investigation of the boy and his 
family, with special attention to 



his racial purity, he was admitted 
to the Jungvolk. 

After six months probation, 
Pimpfs were expected to pass the 
Pimpfenrobe or Boy's Test. 
This consisted of repeating from 
memory condensed versions of 
Nazi dogma known as 
Schwertworte - Sword Words - 
and all the verses of the Worst 
Wessel Lied. They were required 
to run 60 metres in 12 seconds, 
throw a ball 25 metres, long jump 
2.5 metres, and take part in a 36- 
hour cross country hike - 



a difficult test for a ten-year-old. 

At the age of 14, Pimpfs 
transferred from the Jungvolk 
to the Hiflerjugend proper. 

Right: Pimpfs did tittle military 
training themselves, but every one 
was issued with a war-book 
entitled The Castle with the Red 
Tower. This instructed them on 
the finer points of field tactics, and 
on military unit structure. 



See also inside the Third Reich 
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Pinguin (Ship 33 or Raider F) 



German surface raider, originally 
the 17,600-ton Hansa Line vessel 
Kandelfeis. Completed in 1936 as 
a near sister to the Gotdenfels 
which became the raider Atlantis, 
she sailed on 22June 1940 and in 
a one year cruise operated in the 
Atlantic and Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. Pinguin was one of the 
most successful of all the raiders, 
sinking or capturing 28 ships of 
136,551 tons. 

ULTRA intercepts enabled the 
cruiser HMS Cornwall to intercept 
the raider off the Seychelles on 



8 May 1941 and after an intense 
action the Pinguin was sunk with 
heavy loss of life. 

The ship had six 155 mm guns, 
one 175 mm, two 37 mm AA and 
two 20 mm AA as well as mines 
and torpedoes. It had two Arado 
float planes for reconnaissance. 

Right In January 1941, the Pinguin 
attacked the expatriate Norwegian 
whaling fleet off South Georgia, /f 
captured 14 vessels, including 
three factory ships, and sent most 
back to France as prizes. 
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SECRET HITLER FILES 

Hitler the Orator 
Hitler and Stalin 




NAZI SYMBOLS 

The Swastika 

Afrika Korps 

Cuff-titles 



fHE HOLOCAUST 

Jewish emigration 
Kovno Ghetto 
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Church and State 

German opposition 

Berlin Olympics 
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Mauthausen 




A-TO-Z OF THE 
THIRD REICH 



HITLERS HENCHMEN 

Erhard Milch 
Alfred Rosenberg 

HITLERS WAR 
MACHINE 

Panther 

Ju88 

Focke-Wulf 190 




Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 18 



IN THIS VOLUME OF 

HITLER'S 

Third iWiin 
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ECRET HITLER FILES 

In Mein Kampf Adolf Hitler 

issued dire warnings. 

He preached death, vengeance 

and predicted the supremacy of 

the Aryan race. Few took him at 

his word. 

INSIDE THE 
THIRD REICH 

Not a large organisation by 

Nazi standards, Heydrich's SD - 

the SS security service - kept 

control over millions of 

Germans through a network of 

informers. 





HITLERS BATTLES 

In late summer 1943 Germany 

anticipated an Allied landing 

in Southern Europe. But the 

Axis had to defend a vast 

coastline. Just where would 

the Allies strike? 



HOLOCAUST 

Sadists had their place in 
effecting the Jewish genocide, 
but the production-line killing 

was best suited to prosaic, 

ambitious, duty-bound 'desk 

criminals'. 

WAR MACHINE 

The Soviet T-34 came as a nasty 

surprise to the Wehrmacht in 

1941. To deal with the problem, 

the Germans came up with a new 

kind of cheap but powerfully 

armed vehicle - the Tank Killer. 



The self-styled poet Baldur 

von Schirach - flabby, with no 

war record - was an incongruous 

figure amid the brawling toughs 

Hitler chose as companions. 

He seemed an even stranger 

choice to lead Germany's 

steel-hard youth. 
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